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Once again Rockford Rockton is participating in the Ironman 70.3 race. The race is on Sunday
June 14. Anticipate road closures throughout Rockton on Sunday June 14 from 7:30am -
12:00pm. In light of this race, UUCRV's service will be on Zoom only on Sunday June 14.

This year's congregational meeting will be held on Sunday June 28 after the service. This will
' be the last Sunday service of this church year. The new church year 2026- 2027 will start July 1

2026.

This is my final newsletter article as president. I'd like to say thank you to our current board members for
being willing to share their time and talents with UUCRV by being on the board. All of us have served 2 years.
Vice President, Wendy Edgington  Secretary, Barb Fett Timmer
Treasure, Carol Klager Trustee, Jane Viemeister

Thank you to you, the congregation for your support during my tenure as president.

Cher Zimmerman

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER: It's a busy time as we close out the last month of our fiscal year and
plan the budget for the next year. If you haven't already, please get those pledge forms in ASAP to avoid
getting a phone call! We will be holding a congregational meeting on the last Sunday in June where we will
present the new budget and answer any questions you may have. Now is the time to bring up any items you
would like to see included in the budget.

Again, | really appreciate everyone and what you bring to this community. Let's keep plan to make the next
year a great one! Carol (Treasurer)

TOUCHSTONES SMALL GROUP will be taking a break for the summer months. It is intended to restart in
September. Have a great summer and see you in September.

SOCIAL JUSTICE “...Join us to demand a future free from gun violence. WEAR ORANGE

In 2026, for the 12th year, we invite everyone to #WearOrange on June 5, 2026, WE CAN END GUN VIOLENCE
National Gun Violence Awareness Day, and attend events leading up to and e
throughout Wear Orange weekend, June 6 and 7. Together, we will remember
the millions of lives stolen or impacted by gun violence and take action in their honor

Join us for our virtual National Wear Orange kick-off call at 8:00 p.m. ET/5:00 p.m. PT on Thursday, June 4.
Every year, #WearOrange expands, as gun violence survivors, community partners, and gun safety advocates
hold events and honor people impacted by gun violence with everything from community beautification
projects to food drives, community gatherings, and more...” https://wearorange.org/about/

You are encouraged to join in solidarity at our Sunday Worship Service, June 7. WEAR/DISPLAY ORANGE!
In peace, Wendy E. (thanks to Paulette L. for sharing the information with me.)

)
% ICECREAM

After Worship on June 7, the Membership Committee
is sponsoring an Lece Cream Social



https://wearorange.org/about/
http://www.uucrv.org/

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES

June 7 - Shining Like the Sun

Guest Minister: Laura Horton-Ludwig
Worship Associate: Jane Viemeister

The monk and writer Thomas Merton began his career as a recluse,
discouraged and disappointed in humanity. But then, he experienced a vision of
humanity as sacred, shining beings, filled with the divine, and that experience
turned him into a passionate activist for justice and peace. What if his vision
really is how the world is? How would that change you?

3 June 14 - National Children’s Day
CHILDRENS

Lay Leader: Nina Herzer

12%\‘“'

Membership Committee sponsored Ice Cream Social following worship

June 21 - Summer Solstice

Lay Leaders: Jane Viemeister & Donna Beaumont

June 28 - Flower Communion
(ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING)
Lay Leader:




UUCRYV Activities in June 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 10:30am |3 4 5 6
July 4 celebrates the —12:30 pm | 12:30 Board
freedom we declared:; Faith Potluck
Juneteenth reminds us Formation 1-3pm
of the freedom we still Committee Board
must achieve. Meeting Meeting
7 FxE 8 9 10 11 12 13
10:30 am Worship: 1-2:30 pm
Shining Like the Sun Finance
Virtual Guest Minister: Committee
Rev. Laura Horton- Meeting
Ludwig
Worship Associate: Jane
Viemeister
14 *** 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:30 am Worship: 10:30-12:00 Juneteenth | Please
National Children’s Day Small Group Susan send in
Lay Leader: Nina Herzer Discussion Busker’s | dates
birthday and articles
Ice Cream Social for the July
Newsletter!
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:30 am Worship: 4:00-5:00 pm
Summer Solstice Membership
Lay Leaders: Jane Committee
Viemeister & Donna Meeting
Beaumont
28  Diana Summer’s 29 30 The central task of the religious community is to unveil
birthday the bonds that bind each to all. There is a

10:30 am Worship:
Flower Communion
Lay Leader:

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

connectedness, a relationship discovered amid the
particulars of our own lives and the lives of others. Once
felt, it inspires us to act for justice. It is the church that
assures us that we are not struggling for justice on our
own, but as members of a larger community. The
religious community is essential, for alone our vision is
too narrow to see all that must be seen, and our strength
too limited to do all that must be done. Together, our
vision widens and our strength is renewed.

— Rev. Mark Morrison-Reed

***% WORSHIP SERVICES ARE MULTIPLATFORM INCLUDING ON ZOOM
(The ZOOM link is in the “Service Information” email sent to members & friend prior to the service. Request
service information by emailing uucrockvalley@gmail.com)
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HYMN OF THE MONTH

We Are Sunshine In The Streets by David Burrows

(sung at the Assoc. of UU Music Ministries, Silliman Contest)

‘“We Are Surnishine in the Streets”

Dayvid BUrrows

Listen here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSxCGK-EGEw

Our hearts unfolding dream is weaving our own faith,
Agape’s source, prophetic light to hold our song.

The trumpet’s call to be compassion guides our way.

Chorus:

We are Sunshine in the streets, Singin’ Justice!
We are Spirit’'s hands, and feet, Being Love!
We are yellow shirts of light, Shinin’ freedom!

We are open hearted might, Being Love!
The soul is revealing verse and loves on ending stream,
The cosmic Symphony proclaimed Sophia’s key.
Against all prejudice, we rise to make all free.

Chorus
The harp strings of the spirit calling to our ear
Our love for all creation leads us to rise up

We give our one life to the greatest truth we see.

Chorus


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSxCGK-E6Ew

A Protest and a Party
by Hannah Roberts Villnave

People sometimes ask:
Is Pride a protest
Or a party?

And the answer is
Of course
Yes.

And why not?

Why not

Rejoice as we resist

Dance as we demand change

Celebrate as we create community that delights in
All of who we are?

So bring all of that
With you this morning.

Bring your policy demands

Bring your glitter

Bring your supreme court broken heart
Bring your rainbow socks

Bring the emptiness you feel

For our siblings gone too soon.

Bring your Gloria Estefan remix

Bring your tender hope for change
Bring your most garish eyeshadow
Bring your spirit, tattered and battered
By a world that seems insistent on
Choosing fear and hate.

Gather up all these things

And bring them here

To a place where we don’t
Have to shoulder these burdens
Or celebrate these joys

Alone.




Garden Prayer
by David M. Horst

Early in the morning, before the children are awake and while the grass is still dewy, | like to
walk in my garden. It's “my” garden only because it shares the same small plot of land my
family and | inhabit. The garden does not really belong to me; | belong to it—at least for the

short time I’'m here. Today I'm still in my slippers and have my first cup of coffee in hand.

Much of what grows had been planted two or three homeowners ago, some I've planted since
our arrival; but, if they belong to anyone or anything, the plants and flowering trees | come to

see and smell — viburnum, dogwood, magnolia, and crab apple— belong to the sun and rain
and soil. These living things are a beauty not of my making, though surely made of my desire.

At the moment, the rose bushes are in full burst of red and perfume. The hydrangeas are sure
to open their moppy heads as soon as the sun falls upon them. The weedy looking globe
thistles are turning lovely blue and spiky. The foxglove, however, rules the garden. Its central
stalk is five-feet high and heavy with pink, scoop-shaped blossoms with charming freckles
inside. | am awed by the abundance.

I'd intended to walk the garden simply to observe and wonder. Ah, but there’s a weed that
must be pulled, a stray stem the needs to be pruned, a blossom drooping and fading that
should be snipped. So | set down my coffee cup on the back porch, grab a small pail, and go
to work. | end up with muddy hands, wet slippers, and a pail full of weeds and trimmings. Why
can’t | simply observe and wonder? Won'’t the beauty of my small garden world survive
without me?

| step back to the porch to retrieve my coffee, now cold, stamp the dew off my slippers, and
take one look back at the garden before | return into the house. The garden is no more
beautiful now than when [ first arrived. My weed pulling, pruning, and snipping haven’t really
improved the garden nor made that much of a difference as far as | know.

It's like prayer: The words | speak don’t really change anything, but | know they change me.




Share the Plate for April through June 2026:
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Rockford Urban Ministries

Who We Are:

Rockford Urban Ministries (RUM) is Rockford’s interfaith social justice advocacy nonprofit,
made up of more than twenty congregations. We believe that together, people of faith have
the power to reshape our community into one rooted in dignity, love, and justice.

What We Do
« We listen and respond to the needs of our neighbors.
o We advocate for meaningful change—even when it’s unpopular.
« We bring people together for training, public witness, and dialogue.
o We partner with local groups to tackle everything from hunger to gun violence.

Our Story

Founded in 1962 to confront issues like housing discrimination and civil rights, RUM has
never shied away from hard work. Over the decades, we’ve launched housing redevelopment
programs, created jobs, fought addiction, and pushed for peace. From the Good Friday Walk
for Justice to installing solar panels on local buildings, our projects reflect our values:

community ity, and hope.

| " Our Leadership

# Rev. Violet Johnicker
Executive Director

Today, RUM is led by Rev. Violet Johnicker, a United Methodist elder
with deep roots in Rockford and a passion for urban justice and
interfaith partnership. Under her leadership, we carry forward a
tradition of bold advocacy and creative problem-solving.

Why We Exist
Because justice doesn’t just happen. It's made—by communities of faith and conscience
standing shoulder to shoulder, refusing to give up on love.
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Unitarian Universalist
Congregation
\J of Rock Valley

Our Vision: We envision Beloved Community where all are
welcome.

Our Mission: The mission of this congregation is to create
community, celebrate worship, seek justice and truth and live

Our Unitarian Universalist Values

Interdependence

Justice Equity

LOVE

Generosity Transformation

Pluralism

Graphic attributed to the artist Tanya Webster
(chalicedays.org)

guided by love.

2025-2026 OFFICERS SHARE THE PLATE THIS QUARTER
President Cher Zimmerman e @

Vice-President Wendy Edgington xvxv

Secretary Barb Fett Timmer Rockford Urban Ministries

Treasurer Carol I.<lage.r This April through June, we are sharing 50%
Trustee Jane Viemeister

Members are welcome at all UUCRV Board and Committee
meetings. Check the calendar in this newsletter for meeting
times. If you have questions or comments to share, contact
board members or the appropriate committee chair.

Pastoral Care Team

4+ Jerry Paulson
4+ Judy Pickle

of additional donations made in the plate or
by mail (beyond your pledge) with Rockford
Urban Ministries, Rockford’s interfaith
social justice advocacy nonprofit, made up
of more than twenty congregations. We
believe that together, people of faith have
the power to reshape our community into
one rooted in dignity, love, and justice

Final thoughts... by Kathleen McTigue

In the struggles we choose for ourselves, in the ways we move forward in our lives and bring our
world forward with us, it is right to remember the names of those who gave us strength in this
choice of living. It is right to name the power of hard lives well-lived. We share a history with those
lives. We belong to the same motion. They too were strengthened by what had gone before. They

too were drawn on by the vision of what might come to be.

Those who have lived before us, who struggled for justice and suffered injustice before us, have
not melted into the dust, and have not disappeared. They are with us still. The lives they lived hold
us steady. Their words remind us and call us back to ourselves. Their courage and love evoke our

own.

We the living, carry them with us: we are their voices, their hands and their hearts. We take them

with us, and with them choose the deeper path of living.
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