
 

 

 

From the President 
WE EXCEEDED OUR FAITHIFY GOAL FOR NEW EXHAUST FANS 

Thanks to our generous members, friends, and gifts from many other 

backers of our Faithify project, we met and exceeded our goal to help us pay 

for the new exhaust fans on the roof.  The Power of Good Ventilation 

campaign on Faithify, a UUA crowd-funding platform raised $3,775 from 37 

different people, including 28 members and friends of UUCRV.  In addition, 

the Mid-American district is sending us a check for $755 from the Chalice 

Lighters Fund to add to the total.  

Thank you everyone who donated to this project, whether by sending 

a check to the church, via PayPal or on-line. As well as thanks to Denny and 

Paulette for managing the gifts. For everyone who donated, a thank you note and a donation letter for your taxes 

will arrive before the end of the year.  

This was my first attempt at doing a crowd-sourced fundraising campaign, and I admit that I was 

nervous about reaching the goal. After some initial pledges at the start of the campaign, the flow slowed down 

for a couple weeks.  Marlene told me to keep the faith, and the donations started coming in during the last two 

weeks!  Pledges from two of our members put us over the top in the last few days of the campaign, and it was 

time to celebrate!   

Earlier this year we received a $3,000 grant from the Live Oak UU Church Endowment Fund to put 

towards the exhaust fans.  With the gifts from the Faithify campaign, and the Mid-America Region, we have 

paid back the church contingency fund for our costs to provide good ventilation and air filtration so we can 

safely meet again in-person in the church.   

Jerry Paulson 
A WORD ABOUT OUR OAKS 

On December 1st the arborists from Wolfe Tree Care will start cutting down the dead and dying oak 

trees on our church property, and trimming dead branches out of the 300-year-old burr oak.  Several of the oaks 

have died from Oak Wilt, a lethal disease caused by a fungus that invades the water-conducting system in the 

stems, killing the tree.  The fungus is spread by beetles that feed on the sap and bark, but it can also be spread 

from tree to tree through the roots. It is important to remove the trees to prevent further spread to uninfected 

trees.   

We are looking at management practices to enhance the health of the remaining trees and prevent more 

oaks from dying.  This will include reduced mowing around the base of the trees, watering and fertilizing the 

roots, especially during dry periods, and monitoring for signs of beetles and symptoms of new infections.  We 

will also be developing a restoration plan for the oak savanna to replace the oaks we have lost.   
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MARLENE’S MINISTERIAL MUSINGS    
"Day by day we're getting closer to December. We are waiting. 

Tuning our hearts and souls to the festive season. We are waiting for winter, 

the world dressed in snow white, covering everything with silence. Waiting 

for Christmas, the holy celebration of the birth of love. We look forward to 

seeing our loved ones, we look forward to decorating the evergreen tree to 

place signs of our love underneath it. We are waiting for a miracle, we are 

waiting for our souls to connect with each other and to be filled with joy, 

because this gives the real value and warmth of the holiday! We need to 

understand each other better so we can approach each other with acceptance 

and compassion. Because then we can see the sibling in each other and that 

we are all worthy of love! Let this Love be the force sanctifying the holiday, bringing peace and touching souls 

for us on each single day of the Advent preparation! " 

These words are from the Unitarian Church of Transylvania, and they speak so much to my heart and 

soul as I prepare to enter both the season of winter and the rollup to all the various celebrations of this season.  

Let this Love be the force. Amen and Amen! 

We have done so much waiting these last pandemic years in some ways it seems odd to enter into a 

season that is all about waiting. Enough waiting already!  

Yet, in many ways it is good to be reminded that waiting is also a rich time, a time of growth and 

anticipation. One of my favorite writers is Jan Richardson and she writes so eloquently about this season. This 

piece of hers is my gift of the season to all of you. 

Drawing Near: A Blessing to Begin Advent 
It is difficult to see it from here, 

I know, 

but trust me when I say 

this blessing is inscribed 

on the horizon. 

Is written on 

that far point 

you can hardly see. 

Is etched into 

a landscape 

whose contours you cannot know 

from here. 

All you know 

is that it calls you, 

draws you, 

pulls you toward 

what you have perceived 

only in pieces, 

in fragments that came to you 

in dreaming 

or in prayer. 

I cannot account for how, 

as you draw near, 

the blessing embedded in the horizon 

begins to blossom 

upon the soles of your feet, 

shimmers in your two hands. 

It is one of the mysteries 

of the road, 

how the blessing 

you have traveled toward, 

waited for, 

ached for 

suddenly appears 

as if it had been with you 

all this time, 

as if it simply 

needed to know 

how far you were willing 

to walk 

to find the lines 

that were traced upon you 

before the day 

that you were born. 

  There is a lot happening at UUCRV this season so read the newsletter carefully. We may 

be waiting but we are certainly busy as we wait. 

Blessings, Rev. Marlene



 

 

UUCRV ACTIVITIES 
UUCRV’S GENTLY USED HOLIDAY DÉCOR & 

PHENOMENAL BAKE SALE  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M.  
In conjunction with the Rockton Christmas walk, we are back and 

better than ever for the first time in three years. We will be selling 

“gently used” Christmas items and world acclaimed bake goods 

made with love by UUCRV members. People come from far & wide for them.  

Help make the sale a success: Spread the word to friends and family. 

 

THE TOUCHSTONES DISCUSSION GROUP DECEMBER 21  @ 10:30 AM ON ZOOM  
Touchstones group meets monthly on the 3rd Wednesday at 10:30. Please contact Connie if you plan on 

attending or would like more information. Connie Matusiak cminthegarden@gmail.com 608-361-9669 

The Touchstone theme for December is: Joy.  

https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_ea776811af634cc4b5462c1162148c7c.pdf 

SOUL MATTERS…ANOTHER RESOURCE FOR SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 
UUCRV also has a subscription to the Soul Matters newsletter which also offers materials and ways to reflect 

on spiritual subjects. December’s Soul Matters theme is: Wonder. Explore more here. 

https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/uploads/9/4/5/0/94501751/sm_2022-12_sg_wonder.docx 

 

COFFEE CHAT RETURNS DECEMBER 6 & 20 AT 11 AM  
Coffee Chats are the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  

Last year we had a great time learning about and discussing UU history and theology. This year we will be 

doing a modified version of Building Our Own Theology, a wonderful UUA program. Join us this month to 

learn more.  
 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE is the Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee’s (UUSC) annual program to raise support and 

awareness about key human rights issues.  
HOPE, COURAGE, ACTION IS THIS YEAR’S THEME 
The injustices and crises of the past year have underscored the 

importance of our shared goal—a world free from oppression. 

This is a big task requiring big ideas and bold change.  

At UUSC, these solutions we come from directly from the communities impacted by injustice. 

Learn about 2022’s featured “guests” here https://www.uusc.org/resources/congregations/guest-

at-your-table/  

YOU CAN HELP BY 
Collecting your donations at your dining table for Guest at Your Table by placing the box made 

from this box template or some form of collection container https://www.uusc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/11/Template-for-homemade-GAYT-box-2022-23-1.pdf ) on your table as 

a reminder to support the UUSC partners around the world.  Individual donations will be 

turned in sometime in January and combined as one donation from our congregation to 

support this important justice work. 
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MORE GUEST AT YOUR TABLE RESOURCES  
A general video about UUSC and it’s work: https://vimeo.com/607474591 (1:41 minutes) 
The Power of Every Voice - Guest at Your Table Sermon - Rev. Dr. Sofía Betancourt 

https://vimeo.com/755561288/dcc6174098 (14 minutes)    
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 4TH  “WAITING AND WONDER” REV. DR. MARLENE WALKER 
As we move into the season of winter and of Advent what wisdom can we learn from the practice of waiting 

and how can it lead us to moments of wonder. 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11TH    “ AWE”   SUSAN BUSKER 
 “Awe. It’s a word that we often associate with wonder, isn’t it? And, 

yes, though the words are related – in that wonder is a component of 

awe – they are not one and the same. Let me explain. Awe – as 

defined in the dictionary – is an “emotion variously combining dread, 

veneration, and wonder that is inspired by authority or by the sacred 

or sublime.” Combining dread, veneration, wonder, and the sacred or 

sublime. That’s a pretty complex emotion. Let’s unpack it a bit… 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 18TH  “LESSONS FROM THE MACCABEES” REV. DR. MARLENE WALKER 
There is so much wonder in the story of the Maccabees. What lessons might we learn from this story of wonder, 

resilience, and miracles. 

 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 21ST  ANNUAL SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 7-9PM  
Join us as we celebrate the Solstice. We will be outside, unless the weather is really, really, awful, so bundle up. 

We’ll have a fire in the firepit, hot chocolate, and drumming and singing to welcome back the sun. Bring drum 

and rhythm instruments if you have them.  

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 25TH   “OPENING GIFTS”  REV. MARLENE WALKER 
This informal Christmas Morning Service will be all wrapped up in boxes and together we will unwrap 

them and create our service as we do so. Come it will be fun.  

 

 

Stay tuned for 2023!  

Save the date: January 21 @ 7 p.m. The Membership Committee will be hosting a Zoom Coffee 

House.  

AND more details on the “Facing Death with Life” program that Rev. Marlene will 

present in January. This is based on a program that Rev. Kate Walker co-authored with Lee Ann 

Wester. This program invites participants to experience death and dying as a healthy part of life, 

including the preparation, the moment of death, the grieving, and the living on.  
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December 2022 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
 

4   Multiplatform including 

on ZOOM (link in email) 

10:30 am Worship:  

Advent 

Rev.  Dr. Marlene Walker 

5   
  Kathy 

Dierstein’s 

birthday 

6   11-12:30 

Coffee Chat: 

Building Your 

Own Theology, 

Rev. Walker 

7 
 

8 
 

9 Zoom 

mtgs. 10-11 

am Finance 

Committee 

meeting 
1 pm Board 

Mtg 

10 
 

11 Multiplatform 

including on ZOOM (link 

in email) 
10:30 am Worship: 

Touchstones - Awe 

Lay Leader: Susan Busker 

12 
 

13 10am-12noon 
Faith Formation 

Committee Zoom 

Meeting     

  

14   

David Shair’s 

birthday 

 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  

Hanukkah begins 

 Lee Johnson’s bday   

Multiplatform including on 

ZOOM (link in email) 

10:30 am Worship: 

Festival of Lights 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

 19 
 

20   11-12:30 

Coffee Chat: 

Building Your 

Own Theology, 

Rev. Walker 
January newsletter 

deadline.  

21 10:30-noon 

Touchstones 

Small Group 

Discussion 

7-9 p.m. Annual  

Winter Solstice 

22         

 

23 
 

24  
 

 

25     Christmas 
Multiplatform including on 

ZOOM (link in email) 

10:30 am Worship:  

Christmas Gathering 

Leaders: Rev. Dr. Marlene 

Walker 

26 27  

 

28 29 30 31 



 

 

 
2021-2022 OFFICERS 
President                 Jerry Paulson             815-222-4414 

Vice-President        Marty Gabriel            779-200-6122 

Secretary                 Jodell Gabriel            779-200-6122 

Treasurer                 Paulette Lucas           815-601-3225 

At Large                  Wendy Edington       708-337-9640 

The board meeting is the second Friday of each month at 2 p.m.   

Members are welcome at all UUCRV committee meetings.  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF ROCK VALLEY 

     329 School Street, Rockton, IL 61072 

     815-624-4094 

uucrockvalley@gmail.com           www.uucrv.org 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Email:  revmwalker@mac.com 

Phone: 970-640-5444 

 

COMMITTEES & CHAIRS (OR CO-CHAIRS)  

Finance: Cher Zimmerman 

Faith Formations: Susan Busker 

Membership: Wendy Edgington & Diana Kevari  

Building & Grounds: Denny Broderick & Brock Heckle 

Committee on Ministry: This chair is still open 

Technology Advancements: Denny Broderick 

Music: Wendy Edgington, Denny Broderick & Amy 

Phelps 

TASK GROUPS 

Spruce up: Paulette Lucas 

Reopening: Rev. Marlene Walker & Wendy Edgington 

Newsletter: Editor Jodell Gabriel; Calendar Susan Busker 

 

Winter Holidays Around the World 

Diwali Festival of Lights—Hindu, Sikh & Jain 

Diwali is a five-day festival celebrated in the fall. 

While there are some differences among the groups 

that celebrate it, Diwali does hold one common 

symbolism to them all – the triumph of good over 

evil and light over darkness.  

Hanukkah--Jewish 

For 8 days and nights, Maccabees’s victory over is 

celebrated King Antiochus, who forbade Jews to 

practice their religion. Hanukkah is celebrated for 

eight nights with prayer, the lighting of the menorah, 

and food.  

Winter Solstice—celebrated in many cultures 

The Winter Solstice occurs around on the shortest 

day of the year. People all over the world have 

celebrate this with ceremonies & festivals. 

Kwanzaa—African American 

Over 6 days, candles are lit for unity, self-

determination, collective work and responsibility, 

cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, & faith.  

Three Kings Day—Latin America & Spain 

On January 6, also called the Epiphany, celebrates 

the day the three wise men reached baby Jesus. 

Celebrations include a feast with a King’s Cake. 

Las Posadas—Mexico  

In Mexico Las Posadas celebrates the journey of 

Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. Each evening during 

the festival, a child dressed like an angel leads a 

procession through the streets of the town.  

mailto:uucrockvalley@gmail.com
http://www.uucrv.org/

