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“Universalism’s greatest promise was about relationships: the kinship of all
people. Its central truth was that wherever we may be going, we are going
there together. Whatever our purpose, it is a collective purpose.”
- Rev. Celie Kotvich in “Don’t forget your belongings”, UU World
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Labor Day reflection: Honor your labor. If you work for money, this holiday is for you. If you work for love,
this holiday is still for you. Our work makes the world better. – Jennifer Willett
https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/labor-our-days

Marlene’s Ministerial Musings
At this time of year, I begin to feel the earth’s axis begin to
tilt. The days are getting noticeably shorter and the nights are
growing cooler. September brings with it both an anticipation of the
glorious days of fall and also a sense of grief at the passing of
summer.
I never want to let summer go even while I know it needs to
happen for the next season to happen. Grief is like that. It settles
into the heart and takes up residence. We all have times of grief and
my family has been journeying with grief this month as we said
goodbye to our dear sweet Daisy girl. Both Gloria and I are grateful for the outpouring of love
and support from all of you and so many dear friends. It’s a reminder that we are not alone, and
that we belong in a community of care and love.
Our Soul Matters theme this month is Belonging and I think it’s a good one for
September. What does it mean to belong to something, something greater than ourselves?
Where and how do we find places of belonging? How do we begin by belonging to ourselves?
The poet David Whyte wrote:
Your great mistake is to act the drama
as if you were alone… To feel abandoned is to deny
the intimacy of your surroundings. Surely,
even you, at times, have felt the grand array;
the swelling presence, and the chorus, crowding
out your solo voice. You must note
the way the soap dish enables you,
or the window latch grants you freedom…
The stairs are your mentor of things
to come...
Put down the weight of your aloneness and ease into the
conversation. The kettle is singing
even as it pours you a drink…
Everything is waiting for you.
This month has been a reminder to me that I am surrounded by that swelling chorus. As I
wait the coming of Autumn while listening to the song of the cicadas at night my heart opens
and sadness and grief eases a bit. I will let go of summer soon and embrace pumpkin spice,
apples, and the turning of the leaves. In the meantime, it’s still summer for a little bit longer and
I plan on enjoying that as long as I can.

Blessings, Rev. Marlene

From the President
On August 20th UUCRV members gathered with her
friends and family to pay tribute to our beloved member, Lynda
Johnson. Lee and Lynda have been members of our congregation
for several years and I knew her even longer from our mutual
interests in art and nature. Lynda even worked for me doing
environmental education and outreach when I was the director of
the Natural Land Institute, after she retired from the Burpee
Museum of Natural History. She was a thoughtful, caring person
who knew how to teach anyone to care for the beauty of the natural world.
Lynda taught me how to see the beauty in nature from the perspective of an artist. She
showed me how wildflowers had evolved to synchronize blooming with other flowers of
complimentary color. These are colors that are across from each other on the color wheel and
when used together they enhance each other. So, goldenrod blooms in the fall at the same time
as purple asters, and sunflowers bloom in summer along with purple coneflowers and monarda.
They do this so that bees, butterflies, and other pollinators can see the contrasting blooms better
in a sea of green. This is also true in paintings and graphic art…your eyes are drawn to the
complementary colors.
Lynda never stopped teaching, or sharing her love of nature, art and people with anyone
open to receiving it. She will always be in our hearts, and Lee and her family are in our prayers.
It is times like this when we see how our congregation comes together to care for and support
each other. We will miss Lynda.
I want to thank Donna and Susan for creating the beautiful wildflower gardens on the
church grounds. These not only attract bees and butterflies, they enhance the enjoyment of
visitors, and neighbors of the church.
Thank you.

Jerry Paulson

A bouquet of prairie wildflowers
from UUCRV displayed at Lynda’s
memorial service.

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
4th

September
Thoughts About Labor Day
Dianna Kevari

Lay Leaders: Wendy Edgington &

Followed by a Membership Picnic on the church grounds.
September 11th
Ingathering and Water Communion
Rev. Marlene Walker
Come join us in person or online for our Annual Ingathering Water Communion Service.
Bring water that represents a sense of belonging and community to add to our common
bowl. Also bring the peace cranes that we made for our Water Communion Service in
2020. We will be hanging them in the sanctuary. If you want to make more there will be
paper and directions available at church starting on August 28th. Or call Rev. Walker and
she’ll get some to you.
September 18th Topic: International Day of Peace Lay Leader: Susan Busker
The International Day of Peace is observed around the world each year on September
21st. Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace Day provides a
globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above all differences and to
contribute to building a Culture of Peace. The Theme for 2022 is End Racism, Build
Peace.
September 25th
“Belonging”
Rev. Marlene Walker
Our Soul Matters theme for September in Belonging. What does it mean to belong to
somewhere, to someone, to ourselves? How do we find that sense of belonging and how
can we create a community of belonging for all?

UUCRV ACTIVITIES
LET’S PICNIC

AFTER OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022
The Membership Committee is hosting a Labor Day Picnic. Hot dogs and water
will be provided. Please bring a place setting, and a side dish to pass (and a means
to keep it climatized if necessary).

THE TOUCHSTONES DISCUSSION GROUP

SEPTEMBER 21 @ 10:30 ON ZOOM
Touchstones group meets monthly on the 3 Wednesday at 10:30. Please contact
Connie if you plan on attending or would like more information.
Connie Matusiak cminthegarden@gmail.com
608-361-9669
The Touchstone theme for September is: Awakening—coming into awareness
about life.
rd

https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_2b6facb419744447a8f98e6a354dfe61.pdf

COFFEE CHAT RETURNS SEPTEMBER 6 AND 20 AT 10AM
Coffee Chats are the first and third Tuesdays of the month.
Last year we had a great time learning about and discussing UU history and
theology. This year we will be doing a modified version of Building Our Own
Theology, a wonderful UUA program. Join us on September 6th to learn more.

JOIN THE PEACE WAVE SEPTEMBER 21 NOON MINUTE OF SILENCE/MOMENT OF PEACE
The Peace Wave began on the first
observation of the UN
International Day of Peace,
September 21, 1982, and has since
continued to spread throughout the
world. The PeaceWave is for
Humanity to use as a unifying act
of Peace.
THE SECOND ANNUAL UUCRV APPLE PICKING OUTING SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH
Last year we had so much fun, we decided to a UUCRV Apple Picking Outing on
our annual calendar. Watch for details in upcoming emails and on FB.
Note: Completed reading the newsletter? The UUCRV newsletter editor would like to hear from you. Email:
jodesophia2@gmail.com Subject: “I read it.”
August 4, 2022
Dear Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley
Members,
Forgive me for taking so long to acknowledge your
donation of $510, dated June 9, 2022. I am in my 5 th year as
Exec of Caritas, and it seems like I am starting over. The world
has changed. Nothing is like it was just eight months ago. I am
consumed by finding additional sources for many of the items
we provide to the people we serve. Inflation and supply chain
issues are driving my daily activities to sustain Caritas level of
service to those we serve.
Thank you for your patience and support.
Our community is made better because you are a part of it.
This letter is your official 2022 tax receipt, and certifies that no
goods or services were provided in exchange for your donation.
Please retain this letter for your records.
With gratitude,
Max P. Dodson
Executive Director

Being relatively new to Unitarian Universalism, it was clear to me what “beloved” meant. I was
stuck on the image of eighteenth or nineteenth century writers carrying on about an unrequited
romantic interest. In some way I had a vague understanding about “beloved” in relation to
spiritual community. I just couldn’t get the concept to materialize in a more concrete way until a
friend recently shared this poem with me. Gratitude for the ever-evolving spiritual journey.
Jodell Gabriel

BELOVED IS WHERE WE BEGIN BY JAN RICHARDSON
If you would enter
into the wilderness,
do not begin
without a blessing.
Do not leave
without hearing
who you are:
Beloved,
named by the One
who has traveled this path
before you.
Do not go
without letting it echo
in your ears,
and if you find
it is hard
to let it into your heart,
do not despair.
That is what
this journey is for.
I cannot promise
this blessing will free you
from danger,
from fear,
from hunger
or thirst,
from the scorching
of sun
or the fall
of the night.
But I can tell you
that on this path
there will be help.

I can tell you
that on this way
there will be rest.
I can tell you
that you will know
the strange graces
that come to our aid
only on a road
such as this,
that fly to meet us
bearing comfort
and strength,
that come alongside us
for no other cause
than to lean themselves
toward our ear
and with their
curious insistence
whisper our name:
Beloved.
Beloved.
Beloved.

MEMORIES OF A GREAT DAY

2021-2022 OFFICERS
President
Jerry Paulson
815-222-4414
Vice-President
Marty Gabriel
779-200-6122
Secretary
Jodell Gabriel
779-200-6122
Treasurer
Paulette Lucas
815-601-3225
At Large
Wendy Edington
708-337-9640
Board meeting and committee meeting schedules are
noted in the calendar. Members are welcome at all
UUCRV committee meetings.
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Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Email: revmwalker@mac.com
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COMMITTEES & CHAIRS (OR CO-CHAIRS)
Finance: Cher Zimmerman
Faith Formations: Susan Busker
Membership: Wendy Edgington & Diana
Kevari
Building & Grounds: Denny Broderick &
Brock Heckle
Committee on Ministry: This chair is still
open
Technology Advancements: Denny Broderick
Music: Wendy Edgington, Denny Broderick &
Amy Phelps
TASK GROUPS
Spruce up: Paulette Lucas
Reopening: Rev. Marlene Walker & Wendy
Edgington
Newsletter: Editor Jodell Gabriel; Calendar
Susan Busker

The midpoint between the summer and winter solstice
is almost upon us. This is the day when the hours of
day and night are the same all over the world and in
the Northern Hemisphere it is the time of thanksgiving
for the harvest we have gathered in preparation for
the darker more wintry months ahead . It is a time of
balance and also a time when we take stock of the
inner harvest we have reaped from our work over the
spring and summer months. These festivals were
celebrated with a reverence and honouring of the
turning of the seasons, the cycles of birth and death
and the sacredness of all life.

