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In the circle of life / It’s the wheel of fortune
It’s the leap of faith / It’s the band of hope
Till we find our place / On the path unwinding
In the circle, the circle of life. - Elton John
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10:30 am Worship:
Democracy
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
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10:30 am Worship:
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Hopeful Realism
Rev. Phil Lund
Lay Leader: Susan
Busker
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10:30 am Worship:
UU Principles in Poetry
Lay Leaders: Connie
Matusiak & Judy Pickle
look for the email with
the link

10:30 am Worship:

Topic: Touchstones Circle of Life
Lay Leader: TBD
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Zoom
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10:30 am Worship:
Kindness
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker

24 Service on ZOOM –

10 am Finance
Committee
Zoom meeting

Your soul awakens your mind. Your mind makes your choices.
Your choices manifest your life. Your life is your lesson.
Your lessons create wisdom. Your wisdom enriches your soul.
- Karen Baquiran

MARLENE’S MINISTERIAL MUSINGS
GREETINGS FROM GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PORTLAND,
OREGON!
In many ways it’s hard to put into words all that is, and happens
at, General assembly, especially this year - the first GA in person in
three years and the first ever multiplatform GA.
The first three days I was in Portland was for the Annual
Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association
(UUMA). As a member of the UUMA board I not only attended early breakfast meetings of the
board but was privileged to be part of leading worship with 300 plus of my colleagues in
person, and 300 or more online. Beloved colleagues I’ve only seen on little boxes on my
computer screen these last three years. It’s hard to describe in words the joy of seeing so many
beloved people and so many hugs. Much of what happened during Ministry Days is available
on the UUMA website at UUMA.org. I especially recommend watching the Berry Street
Address by the Rev. Mykal Slack. Seen here:
https://www.facebook.com/uuministers/videos/358930106353845
Then on Wednesday night GA itself begins with a rousing Opening Ceremony and the
fun really begins: General Sessions, where the business of the UUA takes place, elections of
UUA board members, numerous workshops to attend, and most importantly wonderful worship
and music – Lea Morris live was awesome. There are two big worship services during GA, the
one many of you watched on Sunday, and the Service of the Living Tradition (the SLT) which
honors ministers just entering the ministry, those retiring, and those who have died in the past
year. This year I was among those who had formerly retired which was awesome. This was
supposed to have happened at the General Assembly in 2020. You can watch the service at this
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BSAWfkOMCA
It was incredibly powerful to be with so many UU’s when the horrendous news came of
the Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v Wade. There was a huge rally in Portland later
that day that many GA attendees and UUA President, Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, gave a
powerful speech at the rally. https://vimeo.com/724015879
There were around 1,000 in attendance at GA in person and more than that online. And
the multiplatform worked very well. Covid precautions were in place, masks and proof of
vaccination required in the convention center. Still, it was not without risk and there have been
many reported cases of positive tests amongst GA attendees that I know of. Gloria and I have
been testing each day since arriving home and will continue to do so, and so far, we are both
negative.
I’m still processing the week, so many feelings and many learnings to bring back to share
with you. I think these words from one of the choir pieces on Sunday speak to what my
experience of being at GA was:
Even when the dark comes crashing through
When you need a friend to carry you

When you're broken on the ground
You will be found
So let the sun come streaming in
'Cause you'll reach up and you'll rise again
If you only look around
You will be found (You will be found)
You will be found (You will be found)
You will be found
Out of the shadows
The morning is breaking
And all is new, all is new
It's filling up the empty
And suddenly I see that
All is new, all is new
You are not alone
You are not alone
You are not alone
You are not alone
You are not alone (You are not alone)
You are not alone (You are not alone)
You are not
You are not alone (You are not alone)

Next year General Assembly is in Pittsburgh, PA. My hope is that some of you might
attend in person and many of you online. I would love to share General Assembly with you!

Blessings, Rev. Marlene

FROM THE PRESIDENT
IN-PERSON MULTI-PLATFORM SERVICES TO START ON JULY
3RD
After more than two years of no in-person Sunday
services, the Board of Trustees has voted to resume in-person
services on July 3rd , with proper ventilation and other
safeguards. The servicewill be streamed via Zoom for those who
cannot or wish to not attend.

Thanks to Denny’s hard work we have the technical capacity for multi-platform services.
We also have adequate ventilation thanks to Brock and Denny.
HERE ARE THE RULES TO FOLLOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND THE SERVICES:
1. You should be fully vaccinated, and boosted, but we do not require proof of vaccination.
2. Face masks must be worn at all times in the building; N95 of KN95 masks are
recommended. Masks will be available for anyone who forgets to bring one.
3. No food or drinks will be available in the building; bring your own water bottle.
4. Chairs will be spaced in the sanctuary to provide social distancing, families and partners
may sit together. At this time we are not limiting the number of people in the room.
5. If you feel ill or have a fever, stay home, even if you have tested Negative for COVID 19.
6. We will monitor hospitalization rates and suspend services if they surge in our area
again, positivity rates are no longer accurate because many people are now self-testing.
A pot-luck picnic will be held outside after the service on July 3rd to celebrate summer
and the beginning of a new church year. Details are found elsewhere in this newsletter.
I’m also pleased to report that the Board has renewed the half-time Consulting Minister
contract with Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker for another year. We are lucky to have someone with
her grace and experience serving our Congregation, and representing our church in the
community. We look forward to sharing our ministry with Marlene for another year .

Blessings, Jerry Paulson, Congregation
President
UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
 July 3 - Topic: Democracy
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
th
On this 4 of July weekend, we celebrate Democracy as well as our return to in person
multi-platform worship in our building. It will be great to see people in the Sanctuary and
on the screen.
 July 10 - Topic: Realistic Hope & Hopeful Realism with Rev.
Phil Lund Lay Leader: Susan Busker
According to recent surveys of religion in America, a continued
decline of church membership in future decades seems inevitable.
What does that mean for those of us who enjoy the important social
benefits that belonging to a religious community provides? How do
we manage the tension between hope and realism when it comes to the future of our
faith? Let us explore what we, as Unitarian Universalists, can do for religion today…and
tomorrow.


July 17 - Topic: Kindness Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker

What do we mean when we talk about kindness? Is it just being “nice” or is it something
more? What is necessary for kindness to happen? And how does it have healing power?


July 24 - Topic: UU Principles in Poetry Lay Leaders: Connie Matusiak and Judy Pickle

The Poetry service has been a special annual theme for worship in our congregation. This
year it is a celebration of words and our UU principles. Please find a poem to share with

the congregation and contact Connie to let her know you would like to contribute. The
deadline is July 15th. Connie’s contact info is: cminthegarden@gmail.com
(608)361-9669


July 31 – Topic: Touchstones - Circle of Life

Lay Leader: TBD

UUCRV ACTIVITIES
CHURCH PICNIC JULY 3 AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE
SPONSORED BY THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Hotdogs and water will be provided by the committee. Please bring a
side dish to pass and serving utensils (and the means to keep it chilled if
required), your place setting, and a lawn chair.
At this time, the weather is predicted to cooperate with our plans. Be
certain to check your email that day for any updates.
If you have any questions, please contact Wendy Edgington (708-3379640) or Dianna Kevari (608-365-2343).
STAY TUNED FOR ACTIONS RELATING TO

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE & BODY AUTONOMY
AS ACTIVISTS MAKE PLANS FOR THE:

SCOTUS DECISIONS
PERSONAL SUMMER REFLECTIONS FROM TOUCHSTONES
& SOUL MATTERS
IN RESPONSE TO RECENT

UUCRV EQUAL TO SUMMER READING CLUB

The Touchstones discussion group is on summer break. During this
time, take the opportunity to read and reflect on your own. Here are
links to June and July Touchstones:
June’s theme is “Prophetic Imperative”
https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_503f60a2b7a2469389dc7f5fc85e0ed1.pdf

July’s theme is “The Circle of Life”
https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_0d6e4d97788b4586b7b60d676a1ae627.pdf
UUCRV also has a subscription to Soul Matters, another educational and spiritual resource. You can explore the
Soul Matters material for June “Celebrating Blessings” here:
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzGpGnFmgbwTjQMHJPDhrkfMNTFC?projector=1&messageP
artId=0.1

WOW JUNE ROCKED IN OUR UUCRV COMMUNITY
WE PARTICIPATED IN…
WE HAD A PARKING LOT SALE FOR THE RTE 75 SALE AND MADE OVER $800
RTE 75 BONUS--A GREAT TIME HANGING TOGETHER
A SUCCESSFUL CARITAS FUNDRAISER…

Thanks to our wonderful giving community at UUCRV we were able to contribute a check for $510.00 for our
June campaign for filling the shelves at Caritas. Max was truly amazed and thankful for our contribution. He
said his numbers of clients is going up up up so any contributions are so much needed. He also said due to
transportation issues as well, he is having a hard time getting all what he needs. He is ever so thankful for the
support UUCRV has given him through the years.
Dianna Kevari (Caritas Rep.)
2021-2022 OFFICERS
President
Jerry Paulson
815-222-4414
Vice-President
Marty Gabriel
779-200-6122
Secretary
Jodell Gabriel
779-200-6122
Treasurer
Paulette Lucas
815-601-3225
At Large
Wendy Edington
708-337-9640
Board meeting and committee meeting schedules are noted
in the calendar. Members who would like to attend a
meeting are welcome.
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Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Email: revmwalker@mac.com
Phone: 970-640-5444

The practice of kintsugi, meaning
'to join with gold', is a reminder to
stay optimistic when things fall
apart and to celebrate the flaws
and missteps of life.

