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Marlene’s Ministerial Musings
Our Soul Matters theme for June is “Celebrating Blessings”.
As I write this in May, the day after the heart wrenching murder of
19 elementary children in Texas, I find myself asking how can I talk
about Celebrating Blessings when my heart is torn open and I feel
like I can’t breathe from the relentless violence we live with? After
sitting with my fear, grief, and anger for a while, not long enough
but for awhile I turned to the Soul Matters resources for this month
and found this by Rev. Kathleen McTigue.
…Even in our sorrows, we feel our lives
cradled in holiness we cannot comprehend…
Into this home we bring the courage to walk on after hard losses.
Into this home we bring our joy,
and gratitude for ordinary blessings.
By our gathering we bless this place.
In its shelter we know ourselves blessed.
And I felt the breath return to my lungs, a little bit again. Because it is here, in this
Beloved Community, that I feel held and reminded that joy still exists, that I can find the
courage to move on, and not just moan and grieve, but find the gratitude that inspires me to act
to change things.
I think this is a time for moaning and grieving, that doing so is necessary and needed. So
much needs to be lamented. But we can’t stop there. If we are truly committed to celebrating
our blessings we have to work for change. So much change is necessary, I get tired just thinking
about it. Even in the midst of sorrow we have so much to celebrate, so many blessings to lift up
and be grateful for. I am so blessed by all of you. You are the holiness, the home, that reminds
me to be grateful for all the ordinary blessing that find their way to me. May we be blessings for
each other in this difficult time. It will be so good to see you!

Blessings, Rev. Marlene

From the President
At the end of this month two of our church’s leaders will
retire from the Board of Trustees, Nina Herzer, and Judy Pickle.
Both have been stalwart members of the congregation over the
years and the Board. Nina has served for many years as
Treasurer, keeping our financial records, paying the bills,
sending out pledge statements and monitoring our budget to
make sure that we don’t spend more than we have in the bank.
She has organized church sales and pledge drives while helping
to keep the building clean and closets organized. Thank you, Nina for your devoted service to
the Congregation. You deserve a rest. Judy has served on the Worship Committee, the

Committee on Ministry and as Vice-President of the Board. She led the effort to draft a vision
statement for the Congregation, and as Vice-President she was responsible for developing a new
Strategic Action Plan to guide our work for the next few years. The board and committees will
now work to implement the plan. Judy is known for her thoughtful compassion, willingness to
help with worship services and adult education classes and her delicious pies. Thank you, Judy
for your service to the Congregation.
We also owe a big debt of gratitude to Denny Broderick, Brock Heckel and Ray Herzer.
Thanks to their hard work we now have a new waterproof covering on half of the flat roof and
repairs to the peak of the roof on the two-story. After patches of the flat roof didn’t stop leaks,
it was decided to replace the old covering. In the process of getting bids for the work it was
discovered that a portion of the peak of the roof on the older part of the building was rotten and
needed to be replaced. Denny, Brock and Ray got bids, presented the bids to the Board and
finance committee and supervised the repairs. We now need to replenish the funds used for the
roof repairs (more on that later).
Many people who give their time and talents to the congregation deserve our thanks as
we bring another church year to an end. Everything from mowing the grass to producing the
newsletter to sending out emails and service links to sending birthday cards to leading worship
services to running tech to organizing picnics and virtual coffee houses. As a small
congregation we rely on our minister, Rev. Marlene Walker, and our members to get everything
done. It can be exhausting but rewarding. Thank you everyone for all you do for our church.

Blessings, Jerry Paulson, Congregation President
UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
•

•

•
•

June 5--Flower Communion and New Member Welcome Rev. Marlene Walker and Dianna Kevari
The Flower Ceremony, sometimes referred to as Flower Communion or Flower Festival, is an annual
ritual that celebrates beauty, human uniqueness, diversity, and community. It’s also a wonderful way to
welcome new members to our congregation.
Celebrating the Flower Ceremony is an excellent opportunity to express our commitment to our Sixth
Principle: We covenant to affirm and promote the goal of world community with peace, liberty and
justice for all.
June 12--Celebrating Blessings Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Blessings and blessing are an intricate part of so many faith traditions. What do we mean by a “blessing”
and how do we go about celebrating them?
The Service will be followed by our Annual Congregational Meeting.
June 19 - Topic: To be announced
June 26 - Topic: UUA General Assembly Sunday Morning Worship – LIVESTREAM – Details to follow
We will be joining the largest annual gathering of UUs engaging in worship at the General Assembly in
Portland, Oregon. (Look for our minister, Marlene, in the crowd and for her wife, Gloria, in the Choir –
always a special treat!) This powerful, communal worship experience will stream live at 11:30 Central.
The Office of the UUA President, the Rev. Susan Frederick Gray, is pleased to announce that the Rev.
Gretchen Haley, Senior Minister of the Foothills Unitarian Universalist Church in Fort Collins, CO will
lead the 2022 Sunday Service at GA. Additional worship team members includes Rev. Sean Neil-Barron
and Shari Halliday-Quan.

DENNY TAKING A BYTE OUT OF TECHNOLOGY FOR UUCRV
These articles are to questions you may have about navigating your way through technology. If you
have a topic or question(s) you would like me to address, please send them to me at
dbrdrck@gmail.com . I will do my best to answer them without a lot of confusing tech-speak.

THE TECH TIP OF THE MONTH IS: WIFI VS ETHERNET
This month’s tech tip deal with a device that many of us have in our houses, and
unfortunately not taking full advantage of. This is our wireless router. The
wireless router serves several purposes. It allows us to connect one, or multiple devices, to the
internet via the Wi-Fi signal from the router. We can also connect a network compatible printer
which lets us print from several wirelessly connect devices. We can also use it to share files
between connected devices.
BUT, one use we sometime overlook is connecting a computer directly to the router. This
enables us to take advantage of the speed of the internet coming into our houses. For instance,
we can stream video without the annoying issue of buffering. Buffering occurs when your
network connection is too slow to stream a video in real time. This is because Wi-Fi is much
slower than broadband(ethernet).
To correct this, purchase an ethernet cable. These come in different lengths to make
connection to your computer easier. They are available where computer equipment can be
purchased.
Once you have acquired the cable you will connect to the back of your wireless router.
The back of all wireless routers pretty much look like the image below.
The yellow port in the middle of the picture is the
WAN port. The cable plugged in to this port connects
the router to the device that receives the internet into
your house.
To the left of the WAN port, on this router, you
will see four network ports. These ports will connect
multiple devices to the same network. Choose an open port and plug the ethernet cable you
purchased into that port. Plug the other end onto the network port on the back or side of your
computer. After a few seconds your computer will join your house network and perform at
internet speed. To test this, turn off the Wi-Fi on your device, and browse the internet. You
should see a marked improvement in internet speed, and few to no issues with buffering.
This was a quick explanation of how to increase network speed to a computer. If you
have further questions, please email to the address above.

UUCRV ACTIVITIES
REV UP THE CAR & “TIDY UP” YOUR HOME, &

JOIN THE

UUCRV CHURCH YARD SALE
FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD FROM 9-3(ISH)!
Bring “stuff that’s priced to sell”, tables (if you have one), and a
comfortable chair to sit on. An opportunity to clean out your “stuff”, for
community and raise some $$$ for UUCRV.

MORE DETAILS ON THE NEXT PAGE
(I KNOW, A BONA FIDE PAGE TURNER!)

UUCRV CHURCH YARD SALE (CON'T)

To reserve a spot/table or work a time slot email: Paulette: plflamingo13@yahoo.com
For bake sale contributions call:
Diana: 608 365-2343
For working the cash station call:
Cher 608 365-2343
If you are absolutely not able to get your items to the church, please contact the following members for pick up:
Paulette Lucas for Rockton, Roscoe, S. Beloit: plflamingo13@yahoo.com
Judy Stevens for Rockford, Loves Park: 815 398-6866 (home)
Dianna & Cher for Rock County: 608 365-2343

ANY WAY YOU CHOOSE TO HELP IS DEEPLY APPRECIATED.
DONATE ITEMS, SHOP THE SALE, BAKE GOODS,
BUY BAKED GOODS, WORK A SHIFT, HELP SET UP, HELP TAKE DOWN, BRING A FRIEND,

TELL A FRIEND!
This sale is an excellent opportunity to reach out to the community, acquaint others with our
congregation and make a little cash for UUCRV$$$!!!

FLOWER COMMUNION DROP OFF & PICK UP
JUNE 4 FROM 10 TO NOON
Rev. Walker will be at the church to give you a flowering plant
and receive the flowers you drop off for our Flower Communion
Bouquet. If you have flowers but are unable to come to the
church to drop off them off, please share them on screen at the
service on Sunday. AND We will also deliver flowers to those
unable to pick them up at church.

TOUCHSTONES DISCUSSION GROUP
meets via Zoom June 15 at 10:30 a.m.
ONE MORE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE DISCUSSION
BEFORE THE GROUP TAKES A SUMMER BREAK

The earth. One planet. Round, global, so that when you trace its shape
with your finger, you end up where you started. It’s one. It’s whole.
All the dotted lines we draw on our maps of this globe are just that,
dotted lines. They smear easily. Oceans can be crossed. Even the
desert can be crossed. The grain that grows on one side of the border
tastes just as good as the grain on the other side. Moreover, bread
made from rice is just as nourishing to body and spirit as bread made from corn, or spelt or teff or wheat or
barley. There is no superior land, no chosen site, no divine destiny falling on any one nation who draws those
dotted lines just so. There is only one earth we all share, we, the living, with all else that lives and does not live.
Everything, everything, for good or ill, is part of the shared whole: sky, earth, song, words and now, this
silence. Rev. Mark Belletini
The group decided to jump ahead to the July Touchstones newsletter which is “Circle of Life”.
Here is the link to the Touchstones Journal:
https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_90cad6cfa1544b38900d94ff1a3a0606.pdf

JOIN IN SOME OF THE UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSIONS
The UUA General Assembly sessions below are open for the public to livestream without registration.
With the exception of the Ware lecture all activities listed here are available to you to livestream.
Times below are Pacific Daylight Time; add 2 hours for CST. https://www.uua.org/ga/program/schedule
•

Wednesday, June 22, 2022
Banner Parade / General Session / Opening Celebration 3:30 PM – 6:00 PM
GA officially begins with a joyful, worshipful opening celebration with inspirational music and speakers. The
opening celebration sets the tone for the days ahead. The Opening Celebration will include a procession of
banners from hundreds of UU congregations and organizations. We will also gavel in the General Assembly.
Thursday, June 23, 2022

•

General Session 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM

Co-moderators Rev. Meg Riley and Charles Du Mond preside over the general sessions in which the business of
the Association is conducted
•

Service of the Living Tradition 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM

Led by the Ministries and Faith Development Staff Group, this service honors fellowshipped and credentialed
religious leaders; remembering those who have died, recognizing those who have completed active service, and
welcoming those who have received fellowship or credentialed status in the past year.
Friday, June 24, 2022
•
•

General Session 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Synergy Bridging Worship 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM

This is a transformative multigenerational worship. Be inspired and illuminated at a celebration of treasured
worship elements, rites of passage and brilliant contemporary music.
Saturday, June 25, 2022
•
•

General Session 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Ware Lecture 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM

The UUA President, in consultation with the General Assembly Planning Committee, invites a distinguished
guest each year to address the General Assembly as the Ware Lecturer. This year’s guest is Ibram X.
Kendi. In-person or full virtual registration is required to live-stream the event on June 25, or access the
video on-demand when it is posted.
Sunday, June 26, 2022
•

Sunday Worship 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM

Join us virtually for the largest annual gathering of UUs joining in worship.

MAY WAS A GREAT MONTH TO BE A PART OF THE UUCRV COMMUNITY
WE PARTICIPATED IN…
WORLD LABYRINTH DAY WALKING AS ONE @ 1 ON SATURDAY, MAY 7
THE BANS OFF OUR BODIES RALLY ON SATURDAY, MAY 14
AND HAD A UUCRV POTLUCK PICNIC ON SUNDAY, MAY 29
HERE ARE SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS

ANOTHER PAGE TURNER!….MORE HIGHLIGHT PICTURES AHEAD

2021-2022 OFFICERS
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Jerry Paulson
Judy Pickle
Jodell Gabriel
Nina Herzer

Released May 26, 1967 = 55 years
815-222-4414
815-399-8365
779-200-6122
815-624-2283

Board meeting and committee meeting schedules are noted
in the calendar. Members who would like to attend a
meeting are welcome.
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF ROCK VALLEY

329 School Street, Rockton, IL 61072
815-624-4094
uucrockvalley@gmail.com
www.uucrv.org
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Email: revmwalker@mac.com
Phone: 970-640-5444
COMMITTEES & CHAIRS
Finance: Cher Zimmerman
Faith Formations: Susan Busker & Jodell Gabriel
Membership: Paulette Lucas
Building & Grounds: Denny Broderick & Brock
Heckle
Committee on Ministry: Cher Zimmerman
Technology Advancements: Denny Broderick
Music: Wendy Edgington, Denny Broderick &
Amy Phelps
TASK GROUPS
Spruce up: Paulette Lucas
Reopening: Rev. Marlene Walker & Wendy
Edgington
Newsletter: Editor Jodell Gabriel; Calendar Susan
Busker

This chalice image is from
the UU Church of Basel, Switzerland website

