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Sunday Mon Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Service on ZOOM – look for   
the email with the link 

10:30 am Worship:  
May Day 
 Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

2   
 

3     11:00 am  
Zoom Coffee Chat & 
Discussion on UU 
History with Rev. 
Walker  
 

4 
10 am Finance 
Committee 
Zoom meeting 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 12:30-2 

p.m. 
Labyrinth 
dedication 
& event. 
Details in 
newsletter 

8     
Service on ZOOM – look for 
the email with the link 

10:30 am Worship:  Woven 
in a Single Garment of 
Destiny – UUA Rev. Susan 
Frederick-Gray 
Tech Host:  Denny 
Broderick 

9 

 
10 11:00 am  
Zoom Coffee Chat & 
Discussion on UU 
History with Rev. 
Walker  
----------------------- 
3-5 pm  
Faith Formation 
Committee Zoom 
Meeting 

11    
 

12  13 
1:00 pm 
Board 
Zoom 
Meeting 

14    

15 
Service on ZOOM – look for 
the email with the link 

10:30 am Worship: Agree in 
Love  
 

 16 
 

17 11:00 am  
Zoom Coffee Chat & 
Discussion on UU 
History with Rev. 
Walker  

 

18 
10:30 am 
Zoom 
Touchstones 
Small Group:  
Courage 

19          
 
 

20   
June 
newsletter 
deadline. 
Submit 
dates & 
articles 

21   

22    
Service on ZOOM – look for 
the email with the link 

10:30 am Worship: 
Reproductive Justice 
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

23 24  
11:00 am  Zoom 
Coffee Chat & 
Discussion on UU 
History with Rev. 
Walker  
6:30-7:30 pm 
Spirituality 
Discussion via 
Zoom 

25 26 27 28 
  
 

29 
Service on ZOOM – look for 
the email with the link 

10:30 am Worship: Poetry 
with UU Principles Lay 
Leader: Connie Matusiak 
UUCRV Membership 
potluck picnic 
see”Activities” in newsletter 

30 31 
11:00 am  Zoom 
Coffee Chat & 
Discussion on UU 
History with Rev. 
Walker  

 

  
TO MAY BABIES 

May 9—Margaret Curttright 
May 24—Jackie Shair 
Dancing with you in celebration: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBAzviVQjpw 

 

http://www.uucrv.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBAzviVQjpw


 

 

 

 Marlene’s Ministerial Musings    

Here we are in the merry, merry month of May! May 

always feels hopeful to me, full of the potential of the coming 

summer. May brings with it warmth (we hope), flowers, green 

trees, and the first spring crops. More importantly it brings with it 

more opportunities to be with people in community. My heart 

always feels lighter, and I always do a happy dance when we get 

to May. 

We had hoped that here at UUCRV, May would also bring 

with it a return to in person multi-platform worship, with folks at 

church and on the Zoom screen. We now have the technical ability to do that, thanks to the hard 

work of Denny Broderick. What we need now are some folks to be trained to run the Zoom 

portion of the service from the Sanctuary so that we are not relying solely on Denny.  

Denny is putting together an easy step by step instruction sheet and is ready to train 

anyone who is interested.  Once we have a few folks trained and signed up we will begin in 

person worship, hopefully by June. I am so looking forward to seeing many of you at church. 

In the meantime, we have some outdoor in person events scheduled in May; a Labyrinth 

Dedication and participation in International Labyrinth Day on May 7th, a picnic scheduled on 

Sunday May 29th after the service.  

Our church grounds are already lovely with flowers beginning to bloom and dedicated 

congregants tending to outdoor work. I invite you to enjoy our grounds and walk the labyrinth 

anytime. If you let me know, and if I can, I would be happy to join you. 

It will be so good to see you! 

Blessings,Rev. Marlene 
 

From the President 
VENTILATION, VACCINATION AND VIGILANCE 
REOPENING GUIDELINES & POLICY FOR CONDUCTING IN-PERSON SERVICES.   

The Reopening Task Force and the UUCRV Board have 

adopted the following Guidelines and Policy to holding meetings 

and in-person Sunday services in the church building based upon 

CDC recommendations, the current science on COVID19 and 

the new variants, the 3Vs, ventilation, vaccination, and vigilance: 

1. We will continue to monitor the level of COVID 19 

hospitalizations in Winnebago and Rock counties and be prepared to close services again 

if infections and hospitalizations rise above the “Yellow Zone.” 

2. We will continue to provide multi-platform services via Zoom with on-line members 

displayed on the screen in the sanctuary; the orientation of the chairs will be changed to 

allow in-person participants to see the people on the Zoom screen. 



 

 

3. Air purifiers and ventilation will be used prior to and during all services with the 

windows opened. 

4. Vaccination and boosters are expected of all participants, but proof of vaccination is not 

required; anyone who shows flu-like symptoms or has a fever should stay home. 

5. Masks must be worn at all times in the building; a supply of masks will be available for 

people who forget them. Anyone who refuses to wear a mask will be asked to leave. 

6. Singing during the service will be allowed while wearing a mask. 

7. Chairs will be spread apart to provide social distancing between unrelated people. 

8. No food or drinks will be served; personal water bottles are allowed. (This will be revised 

when the weather allows food to be taken outside) 

9. Bathroom surfaces will be cleaned every week and other rooms and the hallway will be 

cleaned once a month. 

10. Hand sanitizer will be provided in the bathrooms, hallway, inside the sanctuary & offices.  

With these guidelines in place, we feel that we can safely hold in-person services.  As 

always, you need to make your own personal protection choices to attend or stay home. The 

building has been cleaned and air purifiers have been installed in the bathrooms, the sanctuary 

and offices. We will be vigilant in monitoring the status of infections and hospitalizations, and, 

as our Mission Statement says, “…doing all we can to protect the health and well-being of 

ourselves and our community.” 

Please email me, or call if you have questions or concerns about the reopening guidelines.    

Jerry Paulson, Congregation President
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 
• May 1   - Topic: Nurturing Beauty       Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker  

Beauty. We appreciate it. How could we not? We wonder at it. Get absorbed in it. Analyze it if it’s got a frame 

around it. We make it. Grow it. Point at it. Collect it. Share it. Save it. But how often do we listen to it? 

• May 8 - Topic: Woven in a Single Garment of Destiny Tech Host: Denny Broderick 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke of how we are all part of “an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single 

garment of destiny.” These words offer a powerful image of something fundamental in our Unitarian Universalist 

theology: interdependence. This video worship service is provided by the UUA and features a sermon by UUA 

President Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray. 

• May 15 - Topic: “Agree in Love” from Reverend David Pyle: There is a commitment at the heart of our faith 

that we will agree to be in relationship with one another, even when we do not agree on much of anything else. 

Rev. Pyle will draw on his experience as a Military Chaplain for 16 years, to explore the implications of what it 

means to be a faith tradition that “Agrees in Love.” 

• May 22 - Topic: “Never Turning Back: Reproductive Justice Rev. Marlene Walker 
“Reproductive justice promotes the right of people to (1) have the children they want, (2) not to have children 

they don't want, (3) raise their children in safe and healthy environments, and (4) express their sexuality without 

oppression.”  Unitarian Universalists have been on the forefront of the movement for reproductive justice ever 

since Roe V Wade was passed in 1973, and even long before that, and we are committed to “never turning back”. 

As the likelihood of Roe V Wade being overturned increasingly grows what are we being called to do to assure 

that we don’t turn back. 

DETAILS FOR THE MAY 29 WORSHIP SERVICE 
ARE ON THE NEXT PAGE 



 

 

MAY 29 WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

WITH (UU) PRINCIPLES 
UUCRV’s Poetry services has arrived. This year focuses on poetry that relates to our UU 

Principles (see the list below). Members and friends are invited to participate by sharing a 

poem.  

Connie Matusiak is organizing the service and will be accepting poems up until Friday, May 20. 

Please email her at cminthegarden@gmail.com with information about the poem you’ve chosen 

including the title and the related UU Principle(s).  

If you have any questions, you can call her at 608-361-9669.  

 
“The Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for those of us who choose to join and 

participate in Unitarian Universalist religious communities.” -- Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove  

❖ 1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

❖ 2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

❖ 3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

❖ 4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

❖ 5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 

and in society at large; 

❖ 6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

❖ 7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

The 8th Principle is included here because UUCRV has adopted it. The UUs as a whole are still discussing 

this principle but many congregations like ours have already adopted it. 

❖ 8th Principle: Covenant to affirm and promote: journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working to 

build a diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that accountably dismantle racism and 

other oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.  

 

POETRY FACTS FROM ACADEMY OF AMERICAN POETS 
POET LAUREATES The poet laureate of the United States is appointed annually by the Librarian of 

Congress. Over the course of the one-year term, which lasts from September to May, the U.S. poet laureate 

presents a reading and lecture at the Library of Congress and often engages in a community-oriented poetry 

project with national reach. 

U.S. Joy Harjo  Illinois Angela Jackson  Wisconsin Dasha Kelly Hamilton 

For a complete poet laureate list: https://poets.org/text/current-us-and-state-poets-laureate 

START YOUR DAY WITH: COFFEE AND POEM-A-DAY The only daily poetry series publishing a 

new work by today’s poets. Sign up at: www.poets.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cminthegarden@gmail.com
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/1st
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/2nd
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/3rd
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/4th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/5th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/6th
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/7th
https://poets.org/text/current-us-and-state-poets-laureate
http://www.poets.org/


 

 

UUCRV ACTIVITIES 

WORLD LABYRINTH DAY WALKING AS ONE @ 1 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 FROM 12:30 TO 2 P.M. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley in Rockton, 

IL invites you to dedicate our labyrinth by joining in this world event 

which aligns the 6th UU principle, "The goal of world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all."  

Be a part of a rolling wave of prayerful intention passing through 

the world by taking part in World Labyrinth Day, a meditation for world 

peace. People around the globe will walk labyrinths at 1 p.m. in their time zone. We are delighted add 

our hope for a just and equitable world to this global action.  

Help spread the word about this event by printing this flyer and posting it on public bulletin boards in 

libraries, schools, businesses. WLD 2022 Local Event Flyer letter size.pdf Please let me know where you 

posted them by emailing me at jodesophia2@gmail.com   Thanks, Jodell Gabriel 
 

MAY’S TOUCHSTONES DISCUSSION GROUP TOPIC IS COURAGE 

meets via Zoom May 18 at 10:30 a.m. 

I’m amused by the view that it’s easy to be a 

Unitarian Universalist. It’s as easy to be a Unitarian 

Universalist as it is to be persistent, courageous, and 

curious. It’s as easy to be a Unitarian Universalist as it is to 

search the murky waters of life without sure charts to guide 

us or any guarantee that we will find a safe port to put down 

anchor. It’s as easy to be Unitarian Universalist as it is to 

overcome the natural fear of the unknown and venture forth 

with nothing to sustain us save our zest for living and 

hunger for new experience and knowledge. Our way in 

religion is not the way of ease. We are called to be sailors; for many worlds exist waiting to be discovered. And 

not the least of these worlds are within us. It takes as much persistence, courage, and curiosity to investigate our 

own depths, to come to terms with the twin mysteries of being alive and having to die, to see ourselves in new 

and larger ways without being dishonest about our limitations…. Rev. Charles Magistro 

If you’re interested in the joining the discussion, here is the link to the Touchstones Journal:  

https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_12a093d888604a9581101144d3a02a7b.pdf  

WELLBEING THROUGH SPIRITUALITY 

Meets May24 @ 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

This month facilitator Gloria Perez invites you to explore Place 

in relation to your spirituality.  

Questions to consider are:  

 What affect does place have on your spiritual life?  

 Where are the places that have had significance to your 

journey? 

 How do you create your spiritual place internally or 

externally? 

The discussion will be interwoven prompts to encourage a deep 

look at the role of place in your spiritual life. Email: 

jodesophia2@gmail.com to get the Zoom link for the meeting. 

The Wellbeing through Spirituality theme for May is “Place” 

file:///C:/Users/jodes/Documents/Documents/2020/Documents/My%20documents/Current%20work/UU%20activities/Publicity/Labyrinth%20Day/WLD%202022%20Local%20Event%20Flyer%20letter%20size.pdf
mailto:jodesophia2@gmail.com
https://www.touchstonesproject.com/_files/ugd/552cc1_12a093d888604a9581101144d3a02a7b.pdf
mailto:jodesophia2@gmail.com


 

 

 

UUCRV MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

 
Following the May 29th service will be a potluck/picnic, sponsored by the Membership Committee.  

Details to follow closer to the date. 

 

Hello UUCRV members and friends: 

Every year for the month of June we are asked to fill 

the shelves at Caritas with hair care products for 

infants up to adults. Since we are not meeting in 

person this year it will be easier for all I think to just 

send a check to Nina Herzer, or P.O. Box 256, Rockton, Il 61072 with your contribution. Please 

put Caritas on the memo line on your check. I will call Max Dobson at the end of May, to see 

what the needs are and then myself and Paulette will go to the Dollar Store and purchase the 

items most needed. 

Thank you all for participating.   

 

REV UP THE CAR AND “TIDY UP” YOUR STORAGE SPACE 

& BE A PART OF THE UUCRV OUTDOOR SALE  

FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD FROM 9-3(ISH)!  
Bring “stuff that’s priced to sell”, tables (if you have 

one), and a comfortable chair to sit on. An opportunity to 

clean out your “stuff”, for community and raise some $$$ 

for UUCRV.  

To reserve a spot/table or work a time slot email: Paulette: plflamingo13@yahoo.com 

For bake sale contributions call:   Diana: 608 365-2343 

For working the cash station call: Cher 608 365-2343 

If you are absolutely not able to get your items to the church, please contact the following 

members for pick up: 

  Paulette Lucas for Rockton, Roscoe, S. Beloit: plflamingo13@yahoo.com 

  Judy Stevens for Rockford, Loves Park: 815 398-6866 (home) 

  Dianna & Cher for Rock County: 608 365-2343 

ANY WAY YOU CHOOSE TO HELP IS DEEPLY APPRECIATED. 
DONATE ITEMS, SHOP THE SALE, BAKE GOODS, 

BUY BAKED GOODS, WORK A SHIFT, HELP SET UP, HELP TAKE DOWN, BRING A FRIEND, 
TELL A FRIEND!  

This sale is an excellent opportunity to reach out to the community, acquaint others with our 
congregation and make a little cash for UUCRV$$$!!! 

 

mailto:plflamingo13@yahoo.com
mailto:plflamingo13@yahoo.com


 

 

 

INTRODUCING THE FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE 
To familiarize members and friends with the “behind the scenes” work that keeps our congregation vital, this 

column is offers a you a look at the internal work that makes our community work.  This month we introduce… 

The Faith Formation Committee supports the UUCRV Mission “to create community, 

celebrate worship, seek justice and truth, and live guided by love” through its work in planning 

and/or facilitating multigenerational worship services, social justice works, and religious 

exploration in separate and/or integrated experiences throughout the church year. We strive to 

“envision Beloved Community where all are welcome” through building relationships in our 

UUCRV community as well as people in the larger community to provide opportunities for 

Unitarian Universalist faith formation across all ages. 

Membership and Terms: This Committee consists of the Minister and 5-7 committee 

members. Committee members serve a minimum of a year and a maximum of 3 years. As per 

the Bylaws, the Chairperson(s) are appointed by the Board after voluntarily agreeing to serve in 

this capacity. 

FF Chairperson, Susan Busker: “I find the work Faith Formation to be a creative opportunity 

and rewarding especially when people express how they are impacted by the services we share.  

I consider the work I do for this Committee to be part of my spiritual practice - reading words 

of prophetic people and wisdom from the world’s religions as well as listening to lots of 

inspiring music is an important part of my own Faith Formation!” 

FF Co-chair Jodell Gabriel: “When members take on worship responsibilities, it strengthens 

our community. Working with FF has been a great way to get to know members. Creating 

worship also was an opportunity to do something I love, to create ritual and explore spiritual 

interests deeply. It’s fun to sort through all the elements of worship and put them together to 

create an experience for our community. Members creating services is one of the things that 

makes UUCRV unique.” 

Thanks to the current members of the Faith Formation Committee for their work on 

behalf of UUCRV:  Susan Busker, Jodell Gabriel, Denny Broderick, Gloria Shafer, Wendy 

Edgington  

The Committee thanks Rev. Marlene Walker for all her support! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021-2022 OFFICERS 

President                 Jerry Paulson             815-222-4414 

Vice-President        Judy Pickle                 815-399-8365 

Secretary                 Jodell Gabriel            779-200-6122 

Treasurer                 Nina Herzer               815-624-2283 

Board meeting and committee meeting schedules are noted 

in the calendar. Members who would like to attend a 

meeting are welcome.  

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF ROCK VALLEY 

     329 School Street, Rockton, IL 61072 

     815-624-4094 

     uucrockvalley@gmail.com 

     www.uucrv.org 

Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker 

Email:  revmwalker@mac.com 

Phone: 970-640-5444 

COMMITTEES & CHAIRS 

Finance: Cher Zimmerman 

Faith Formations: Susan Busker & Jodell Gabriel 

Membership: Paulette Lucas 

Building & Grounds: Denny Broderick & Brock 

Heckle 

Committee on Ministry: Cher Zimmerman 

Technology Advancements: Denny Broderick 

Music: Wendy Edgington, Denny Broderick & 

Amy Phelps 

TASK GROUPS 

Spruce up: Paulette Lucas 

Reopening: Rev. Marlene Walker & Wendy 

Edgington 

Newsletter: Editor Jodell Gabriel; Calendar Susan 

Busker 
This chalice image is from 

the UU Church of Augusta, GA website 

mailto:uucrockvalley@gmail.com
http://www.uucrv.org/

