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“Renew thyself completely each day.” Henry David Thoreau
2

Service on ZOOM – look for
the email with the link
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10:30 am Worship:
“A Whole New Book”
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker

9

10

Service on ZOOM – look for
the email with the link

10:30 am Worship:
“Renewal of the Spirit”
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker

11 3-5

p.m.
Faith
Formation
Committee
Zoom
Meeting

12

6 11:00 a.m.

Zoom
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with Rev.
Walker
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11:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Chat with
Rev. Walker
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8 10a.m.12p.m.
UUCRV
Leadership
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14 Zoom
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10-11am
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1p.m. Board
Mtg.

15

10 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Worship
Associate
Workshop
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20 11:00

21

22

10:30 am Worship:
“Critical Race Theory”
Guest Speaker: Dr. Joseph
Flynn, NIU
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Service on ZOOM – look for
the email with the link

Service on ZOOM – look for
the email with the link

10:30 am Worship:
“The Inward Winter
Dares to Bloom”
Guest Musician: Andrew
McKnight

30
Service on ZOOM – look for
the email with the link

10:30 am Worship:
Touchstones - Renewal
Lay Leader:

10:30 am Zoom
Touchstones
Small Group:
Renewal

a.m. Zoom
Discussion on
UU History
with Rev.
Walker
Brock Heckel’s
birthday
-------------------

11:00 a.m.
Zoom Coffee
Chat with
Rev. Walker
“The care of the Earth is our most ancient and most worthy, and
after all our most pleasing responsibility.
To cherish what remains of it
and to foster its renewal is our only hope.”
Wendell Berry

Please
send in dates
and articles
for the
February
Newsletter!

Rev. Marlene’s Ministerial Musings
As I write this January message, the Solstice has just passed, and Christmas is
just a couple of short days away, and I find myself struggling to think about the
New Year. I often use the metaphor of turning the page for my first service of
the New Year. This year I want a whole new book! Turning the page doesn’t
feel like enough. Omicron cases are rising rapidly, the hope of change from the
election of Joe Biden seems to be stalled, women’s reproductive rights are
being threatened, as are voting rights. I could go on and on. So, how do I write
about the New Year? How do we start a whole new book rather than just
turning the page?
I remember the excitement of getting a brand-new book when I was a child, the smell of the ink, the feel of the
paper as I turned the pages, the curiosity of what new ideas and people I may find. I’m thinking of this New
Year much in the same way. And it’s helping.
What new stories can we write for this coming year? What new ideas and people might we meet? What new
ways of being a beloved community can we explore? We know we can’t go back to how things were. They
never worked for everyone anyway.
So, instead of turning the page I’m going to open a new book. It has blank pages for me to write a new story.
I’ll still burn the past year away, and I’ll still plant bulbs to bring in the spring. What might your new year, your
new book, look like, what stories will you be writing for the new year? It feels like an adventure, come join me!
Blessings, Rev. Marlene

From the President
As we move into a New Year with all the promise it brings, I want to thank
everyone who did so much in 2021 to make the church function, and to
offer interesting, informative, and engaging services each Sunday. I
especially want to thank the members of the Faith Formation Committee for
all your work, it isn’t easy to put together two to three worship services
every month, plus hold monthly Touchstones Small Group discussions, and
other Adult RE activities during the past year. Thank you. A special thank
you to Jodell, Susan and Rev. Marlene for putting together the beautiful
Solstice service on Dec. 21st. It is exciting to be partly back in the church to
live stream our services! We hope to be back in person sometime this spring!
A big thank you to the Membership Committee for keeping in touch with members, hosting hikes and outings,
and for putting on the virtual Coffee Houses. Wendy, Paulette and Denny do a great job to entertain and connect
us while we are apart. Another thank you to Wendy for putting together a digital recipe book for the holidays to
share with members. That was a very nice gift. And, thank you to the members of the Finance Committee, and
Nina Herzer our Treasurer, for keeping us on track with our finances, collecting pledges and, paying the bills.
A really big thanks to the Building and Grounds Committee members who kept the roof from leaking and got it
fixed, got the furnace fixed when it went out, called the plumber to repair the faucet in the janitor’s room,

replaced doors in the RE room, cleaned out the exhaust fans, checked the dehumidifiers, mowed the grass,
tended the flower beds, and cleaned up the trees that fell during the windstorms. Luckily, the trees did not hit
the building! We’re waiting for the plasterer to come to fix the holes in the ceiling, and for the
recommendations from the HVAC consultant for improving the ventilation in the church. It takes a lot of time
and effort to keep the church in good repair, although we are not there. Denny and Paulette even decorated the
doors and sanctuary for the holidays!
The leadership team is meeting again on January 8 th to continue putting together the Strategic Work Plan for the
church, led by Judy Pickle and Rev. Marlene. The plan will build on the Vision and Mission of the church, and
the Goals for 2021-22 set by the board. Thank you to the Board members, Committee chairs and Rev. Marlene
Walker for doing the vital work of the Congregation.
Best wishes for a safe, healthy and happy 2022.

Jerry Paulson

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS
A big shout out to Wendy Edgington for organizing and emailing the Holiday Recipe
Book!! Thank you, Wendy, and everyone who contributed to this venture. Although it
was a busy time of the year, so many of you took the time to contribute some of your
favorite recipes. Another first for UUCRV! If you forgot to download the book here is
the link: UUCRV Holiday recipes.pdf

UUCRV COFFEE HOUSE

December’s Virtual Holiday Coffee House was held on Saturday, December 18 th and was
another delightful success! There were many who attended and 12 presenters. The presentations
made us laugh, made us cry, tickled our funny bone and touched our hearts. Included with the
songs, poems and stories were personal memories of holidays from the past. Thank you,
Adrienne Massel, for the idea. So much fun! Please join us next time!

CONTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITY
UUCRV will be collecting donations for National Public Radio through January. If you donate money to NPR
consider doing so with UUCRV. The more money we collect, the more air time commercials we are able to
have about our church.
Make your check out to UUCRV with NPR in the memo line. Send your check to UUCRV Treasurer, P.O. Box
256, Rockton IL 61072. It will make Nina’s job easier, if you write individual checks for pledge and your NPR
donation.
Thank you. Cher Zimmerman Finance Chair
Generous hearts come through…UUCRV December special collection for Guest at Your Table raised
$1545. These donations go to the UU Service Committee. The 2021 designated organizations who will be
recipients of this year’s GAYT contributions were: Rural Community Workers Alliance, US Campaign for
Burma, Kioa Island Community Organization, and Fundación Entre Mujeres

UUCRV UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Creating Worship Playshop: Saturday January 15th 10-12:30 a Zoom Learning experience
Worship is a cornerstone of our community. It offers a regular opportunity to deepen understanding and
appreciation for our community and our UU principles. Worship is a gift you can give to your UUCRV family.
If you have had an idea for a service but didn’t know how to plan or implement it, this playshop is for you. If
you would like to have a role in a service, learn how at this event. If you are already involved in creating
worship learn some new tips to hone your skills. Facilitated by Rev. Walker we’ll explore the variety of ways
you can be involved, what worship means, what goes into the planning of worship services, some of the nitty
gritty about how worship at UUCRV happens, and even plan and present a brief worship service or two.

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
 Sunday January 2nd “A Whole New Book”
Rev. Marlene Walker and Jerry Paulson
As we begin the New Year we will once again celebrate the Burning Bowl Ritual. And reflect on what it
might be to write a whole new book for this New Year.
 Sunday January 9th “Renewal of the Spirit”
Rev. Marlene Walker
Our first UU source of faith is, “Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in
all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and
uphold life”. What do we mean by “renewal of the spirit”? What does that look like? How do we find it?
How do we know we have it?
 Sunday January 16th “Critical Race Theory”
Special Guest Speaker: Dr. Joseph Flynn
Dr. Flynn is on the faculty of NIU. His areas of specialty are, “The Intersection of Multicultural and
Social Justice Education” and “Race, specifically Whiteness Studies”. He is the author of “White
Fatigue: Rethinking resistance for social justice”. He has suggested that we might want to read, Faces
at the Bottom of the Well by Derrick Bell in advance of the service.
 January 23rd “The Inward Winter Dares to Bloom” Guest speaker Andrew McNight, Musician
A special service for the season of long nights.

FURTHER FOOD FOR THOUGHT
January Touchstones theme is Renewal. Here is the link to the Touchstones Journal: https://28110b7f-90c9-422c-a3a3789b2ba677c1.filesusr.com/ugd/552cc1_d3ef643647dd40858529b4021b648807.pdf

As the wheel of the year turns, we reflect on the
year past and imagine new beginnings. The
YearCompass is a free booklet that helps you with
that process. With a set of carefully selected
questions and exercises YearCompass helps you
uncover your own patterns and design the best year
you can imagine. Download your free booklet here:
https://yearcompass.com/#learn-more
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COMMITTEES & CHAIRS
Finance: Cher Zimmerman
Faith Formations: Susan Busker & Jodell Gabriel
Membership: Paulette Lucas
Building & Grounds: Denny Broderick & Brock
Heckle
Committee on Ministry: Cher Zimmerman
Technology Advancements: Denny Broderick
Music: Wendy Edgington, Denny Broderick &
Amy Phelps
Task Groups
Spruce up: Paulette Lucas
Reopening: Rev. Marlene Walker & Wendy
Edgington
Snow ball chalice from the Unitarian Universalist
Church, Caton, NY created in Feb. 2018

https://www.uua.org/worship/words/image/chalice-snowflake-instructions

