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Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
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the email with the link
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Rev. Marlene’s Ministerial Musings
“Events have overtaken us”. I first saw this phrase posted
on a colleague’s Facebook page. When I read it, my instant
response was, “oh my gosh yes, that’s exactly how these
last months have felt”. I then looked up the definition of
the phrase and this is what I found, “forced to be changed
because of something that has suddenly and unexpectedly
happened”. I instantly felt my shoulders and my whole
body relax, yes, events have overtaken us. And that is OK.
In this season of both change and gratitude I’ve been reflecting on how change
happens. Sometimes it’s slowly, sometimes it’s suddenly. Sometimes we choose it,
sometimes it chooses us. Sometimes it’s all of that together. I think gratitude is the
same. Sometimes I am flooded with overwhelming gratitude and sometimes I struggle
to see those things that I am grateful for. Even when they are right in front of me.
There has been so much change these past months, change after change after
change, and no doubt there will be more. We are living in a liminal times, where the
old, what was, has been overtaken by events, and we don’t yet know what comes next.
Times of transition, liminal times, can be uncomfortable and even anxiety causing, and
yet; if we can just find a way to rest in the uncertainty for a bit, change can lead to
wonderful creativity and new ways of being.
One of the things that can help me when I am in that place of anxiety and
unknowing is to reflect on the things I am grateful for; family, friends, fur babies, the
beauty of the changing seasons, and most of all this beloved community. If I have to live
through this time when “events have overtaken us”, I am so grateful to be doing so with
all of you.
As we move into November and the season of change and gratitude, I invite you to
find time to both reflect on the changes you have been through, as events have
overtaken you, and also to reflect on those things you are most grateful for. The two go
hand and hand.
Blessings,
Rev. Marlene

From the President
The UUCRV Board voted to create a limited-time task
force to develop a Land Acknowledgment Statement for
use in our services and at in-person events to
acknowledge the indigenous people who occupied the
land where our church is located, and their continued
presence in our communities. This will build on the
work that has been done by the UUA and the service
that Wendy Edgington and I put together for Indigenous Peoples Day. If you are
interested in participating in the task force, please email me at paulsonjerry@aol.com or
text me at 815-222-4414. Contact me if you have any questions about the work of the
task force.

Jerry Paulson
President of the Congregation

Upcoming Worship Services
 November 7: Rainbows and Promises, Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
This is part two of a series on covenant and why it is so important to us Unitarian
Universalists. What can rainbows teach us about covenant?

 November 14: UUSC – Guest at Your Table – Now Is the Time for Change, Lay Leader:
Guest at Your Table is the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee’s (UUSC) longest-established fundraising
and educational program for congregations. This
year’s theme is Now Is the Time for Change. The
injustices and crises of the past year have underscored
the importance of our shared goal – a world free from
oppression, where all can realize their full human
rights. They also have emphasized just how big a task
that is. At UUSC, we believe that the transformational
solutions we need come from communities most
Guest at Your Table - Unitarian Universalist
directly impacted by injustice. Join us for this year’s
Service Committee (uusc.org)
Guest at Your Table program to learn what UUSC
partners are doing to address immediate injustices –
as well as what they envision for the future. At this extraordinary juncture in history, we think
their stories will offer inspiration and guidance on the path toward justice.
 November 21: For What Shall We Give Thanks, Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
On this Sunday before Thanksgiving, we will take some time to reflect on those things for
which we are thankful and also on the complicatedness of the National Holiday we call
“Thanksgiving”.
 November 28: Touchstones – Nonviolence, Lay Leader: Connie Matusiak and members of
the Touchstones small group
Universalist and Unitarian minister Adin Ballou’s and Unitarian Henry David
Thoreau’s writings influenced Leo Tolstoy’s, Mahatma Gandhi’s, and Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King’s philosophy and practice of nonviolence. The commitment
to non-violence is essential to oppose and subvert a culture of violence that is so
damaging. Non-violence is an essential tool in the work to repair the world.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley
Covenant of Right Relations
We, the members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley, do covenant to
affirm and promote these expectations for right relations in order to build, and maintain our
relationships with one another.
MEMBER TO SELF: We will
• Communicate directly/avoid triangulation
• Be open minded
• Speak truth
• Apologize when necessary
• Participate
MEMBER TO MEMBER: We will
• Listen
• Communicate directly/avoid triangulation
• Be honest
• Be authentic
MEMBER TO LEADERSHIP: We will
• Be supportive
• Be honest
• Be actively involved
• Accept decisions for the good of the whole
MEMBER TO MINISTER: We will
• Welcome change
• Express gratitude
• Communicate directly/avoid triangulation
• Advocate for fair compensation
MEMBER TO WIDER UU COMMUNITY: We will
• Support and encourage engagement with other local UU congregations
• Attend and participate in UUA activities as able (cluster, Mid America Region, UUA)
• Support becoming a Fair Share Congregation
MEMBER TO WIDER COMMUNITY: We will
• Be a good steward of the community
• Be an active participant in community social justice work
• Take UUCRV and UU values into the world
• Talk about being a UU wherever I can
We understand this covenant, not as a list of rules, but rather promises we make to each other
to promote healthy relationships in our congregation.
Adopted by the congregation on June 24, 2018

UUCRV NEWS:
The first ever UUCRV Coffee House…….A big Success
On Saturday night, October 16th, @7:00pm UUCRV hosted our first virtual Coffee House.
We had 9 presenters and 23 attendees. The presentations included poetry readings,
humorous and scary storytelling, other readings, and music making. It was SO well
received that Wendy, Cher and Dianna are planning another virtual Coffee House for
November 20th. All are welcome to attend or perform.

CROP Hunger Walk (A huge success)
What a beautiful day October 17th was for UUCRV’s CROP Hunger Walk 2021!
Most congregations in Rockford/Winnebago County participated virtually, the UUCRV
team, 15 strong, walked from the church through beautiful downtown Rockton and back
again. We celebrated with a hotdog cookout, chips and brownies (thank you Amy
Phelps). We collected $725. Thank you everyone!!!!! If you still want to contribute to
the UUCRV teams total:
http://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/UUCRV
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