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Ministerial Musings

Beloveds, here we are about to begin yet another church year in
the midst of a pandemic that is still raging. If you had asked me a
year ago if we would be in this place again this year I would have
said “no way”. I had such high hopes that we could be back in our
sanctuary, in person, for worship for this year’s Water ceremony
and Ingathering. Yet, here we are.
We are all holding so much grief, disappointment, and loss. It is
important that we name that and even honor that. And. We continue to learn so much about
what is important and central to being a congregation, a beloved community. We have and
will continue to find creative ways to stay connected until its safe for us to be together in
person again. We will do it through worship on line, in small groups and coffee chats, in
activities through our Faith Formation and Membership committees. If you have any ideas for
new and creative ways that we can do this please let us know. We need all of us to help us
through.
Also, I am always available for a visit, outside if need be, or by phone or Zoom. And, let’s all
check in on each other too. They say it takes a village to raise a child, it also takes a village to
create and sustain community.
Blessings,
Rev. Marlene

September 5 - Topic: Labor Day - Economic Justice, Lay Jodell Gabriel, Wendy Edgington

September 11th &12th: “Tears and Bubbles” - Rev. Marlene Walker
This is our annual Ingathering and Water Ceremony Sunday. We will be doing this as we did it last
year in two parts. On Saturday September 11th from 10- noon Rev. Marlene will be in the parking lot
at church and you can bring your water for the Water ceremony. You will also receive two things
when you come by; a jar of bubbles for joy, and a vial to contain your tears of sorrow. Then on
Sunday we will share the water, the tears and the joy in our service. If you can’t come to church on
Saturday let Rev. Walker know and we will make arrangements to get your water at another time.
September 19th 20th Anniversary of 1st UUCRV Service
Gloria Shafer
th
September 26
“We are Building A New Way”
Rev. Marlene Walker
September is a month of renewal and new beginnings in so many traditions. How are we building a
new way to be church together? How have these last 18 plus months taught us new ways of being
a society? What might a new way forward look like?
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September Birthdays
1-Tricia Graham
4- Denny Broderick & Diane Busker
7-Gloria Shafer
8-Linda Brefeld
27-Phil Dierstein & Kirsten Fisher
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley Reopening Plan

Approved by the UUCRV Board of Trustees on May 2, 2021
UUCRV Reopening Plan (with thanks and credit to Rev. Matthew Johnson and Rev. Christine Dance for
inspiration and words)
Our foundational and guiding principles for reopening are:
Safety and Health of all
Inclusivity
Maintaining quality of all Worship and other online congregational participation
Safety and Health:
We will follow all CDC recommendation as well as local metrics:
• On CovidActNow, Winnebago County’s Infection Rate and Test Positivity is “green.”
(meaning below .90 and 3%, respectively). These numbers may fluctuate, especially if
the number of people getting tested drops. We’ll look at the longer trend. (Currently
we are in Orange - High Risk)
•

Vaccination is widely available

•

Once these criteria are met, we will select a Sunday, at least six weeks out from that
date, to welcome in-person worshipers. The first Sunday may be an outside service,
before moving inside the next week.

Building Modifications:
•

For indoor worship and gatherings the building must have adequate ventilation.

•

Cleaning schedule must be established and maintained and a plan for social distancing
must be in place, including for bathroom facilities.

Inclusion:
We want all of our beloved community to be included when we reopen for in person activities and
worship.
•

Radical Inclusion is our Vision Statement. This is who we aspire to be. Re-opening is an
opportunity to live into that vision. We should not return until it is safe to do so for as many
people as conceivably possible. We were not 100% accessible before the pandemic and we
won’t be afterwards, but we should not open when we KNOW that we would be excluding a
large part of our congregation.
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•

While coming back in-person will feel good for some who would want to do it sooner, we must
look at it from the perspective of who will be left out. In as many situations as possible, we
should shift our perspective to who is being excluded from our community by our decisions.
This is a great mindset to have overall if we are to be justice-centered.

•

No matter when we return, we will always have an online component from this point forward.
We have seen too many benefits of that in regards to inclusion, participation outside of our
area, people watching the service. We are a congregation for our time, in all places analog and
digital.

Quality:
While online worship and programming is not perfect, we have done an amazing job at making it as inclusive,
spiritually filling and impactful as possible. Until we know how to do in-person gathering AT LEAST as
inclusively and impactfully as what we offer right now, we should not do so.
Necessary Tech upgrades
• Robust internet capability to allow for streaming from the building as well as from the grounds.
•

Hardware upgrades to allow for the above.

•

Training for enough volunteers to be able to run tech support for service so as not to rely on
just one or even two people.
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