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Ministerial Musings
I write this on the 2-week anniversary of the Chemtool fire and
explosion that has impacted so many in our community and even
our grounds at church. As the cleanup continues to happen, as
the reaction to such a frightening event moves into the
background, and as things return to a semblance of normal, I’ve
been reflecting on a number of things.
I have learned (again) that in crisis we reach out to family
and community. Many of us did that in the days following the fire.
I am so aware of how we are a community that cares, and that we
are held in a circle of community of care. I have been moved over
and over again at how many reached out to me, to our congregation, to see if we were ok and
to offer support and help. My email, Facebook messenger, text box, and mail box were just full
of UU’s from all over reaching out to me and to us. It is in times of crisis that we realize how
much we need one another and how much we are held in a circle of love and care.
Another thing I learned (again) is how powerful citizens and a community can be when
we organize together to hold those responsible for harm accountable. The rapid organization
of a group of concerned citizens to begin to get information that was not forthcoming and to
plan ways to hold Chemtool and local officials was stunning. We are just at the beginning of
that and there is still much we don’t know but we are working on that.
I also learned (again) is that persistence pays off. It took daily calling but the cleanup
crew hired by Chemtool did finally come and clean up the church grounds last Friday. And they
did a good job too.
And finally I learned (again) how much I love us, how much I love this congregation, and
how blessed I am to be in ministry with you.
Blessings, Rev. Marlene
Vacation: I will be taking some vacation time in both July and August. In July I will be on
vacation the weeks of July 5th – 19th. In August I will be on vacation from August 2nd 11th. I will try not to read email during that time but if you need me for a pastoral
emergency or concern please feel free to call.
Sundays in July.
Our July theme is based on the Spring 2021 issue of UU World titled (Re)Building Democracy,
A National Reckoning About Race, Justice and Equity.
July 4 – Part 1: Democracy Is Theological
Rev. Marlene
As Unitarian Universalists our commitment to democracy is theological. It is based on our
principles most especially “the inherent worth and dignity of each person” and “the right of
conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at
large.”
July 11 - Part I: Showing Up for Justice

Susan Busker

July 18 - Part II: We the People

Jodell Gabriel

July 25 - Part III: Crisis in Policing

TBD

Hi Everyone,
Now that we are getting back to "normal", nothing says "UUCRV" like a good old fashioned
church pot luck!
WHERE: at the church (329 School St., Rockton, IL 61070)
WHEN: Sunday, July 4th, from 2-4 pm
WHAT TO BRING:
* a dish to pass w/serving spoon
* meat to grill (if you would like)
* place setting
* silverware & napkins
* your own drink
* a lawn chair( if you want something more comfortable to set on)
* yard games/other games
* a happy face;-)
The church has a gas grill that will be available if you want to grill your own meat. There will
be our usual folding tables and chairs. If possible, please make yourself available for
clean-up. We hope to see everyone there!!
The Membership Committee
(Paulette Lucas, Chair)

Coalescing around Whiteness
By Takiyah Nur Amin

June 23, 2021

“...and what does the Lord require of you, but to DO JUSTICE, and to LOVE KINDNESS and to
WALK HUMBLY with your God?”
—Micah 6:8 (NRSV)
When President Biden was inaugurated in January, most of my
white friends thought everything would be okay. I thought
different. “There’s going to be a dialing up of white supremacist
violence coming forward,” I warned one friend. “We're going to
see more outrageous violent stuff.”
I think all the time about the fact that we never properly
discredited the Confederacy as a traitor government, and instead
have allowed the symbols and rhetoric of the Old South to flourish
in violent and historically inappropriate ways.
We live in a myth that white people are innocent and rational and logical. It's hard not to be paranoid as
a Black person, because you have white people who say, “I would never do that; I'm one of the good
ones”—and you want to believe them. But history shows us that when it comes down to it, a lot of white
people will coalesce around whiteness.
For example, there are little offshoots of people who are protesting our Unitarian Universalist emphasis
on racial justice. Well, that's fine—just don't call yourself UU. Go be something else. I’m not interested
in keeping people that aren't trying to be kept.
When you say, “It has to be a big tent; everybody has to be in here so we can hold hands and sing
Kumbaya,” what I hear is: “We want to make sure that the people who would take your life—who
would snuff you out without consideration—get to be in here and hold hands and be affirmed.”
Do we who are UUs really believe in the values of our faith enough to enact to them in the larger world
in bold, clear, and unequivocal ways? Because I'm telling you: after the things we've experienced in the

last year, politically and socially, people are looking for bold, clear, unequivocal pronouncements. If
we're going to say that we are a faith that is committed to justice, equity, and compassion in human
relations, we have to do that.
Prayer
Spirit of Life, help us release any impulse to make a mockery of our faith by simply going through the
motions instead of living Unitarian Universalism. May we find the courage to live congruently with the
best values proclaimed in our living tradition, and to embrace the divine invitation to bring goodness
into the world.
About the Author
Dr. Takiyah Nur Amin (she/her/hers) is a dance
scholar, educator, and consultant. She's been a member of the Black Lives of UU
Organizing Collective Board since 2016.
Braver/Wiser: A Weekly Message of Courage and Compassion
https://www.uua.org/braverwiser/coalescing-around-whiteness

Dear UUCRV Congregants,
As Past President, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the 2020-2021 board members and
congregation for the support and encouragement I received during my term.
I ask you, as a congregation, to please continue that support with the new board. Consider attending
Board Meetings to find out what UUCRV is doing and considering.
The new board members contact information is noted below.
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