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The UUCRV Board and the Committee On Ministry are doing an informal assessment of Rev. Dr.
Marlene Walker. If you have any thoughts or experiences you would like us to consider contact Cher
Zimmerman, Chair of the Committee on Ministry.

Ministerial Musings
May has for many, many years been one of those pivotal, transitional months for
me. I delight and delight in the growing green, warming temperatures,
thunderstorms (I love thunderstorms), the arrival of migrating birds, flowers
popping up everywhere, and so many more delightful things. It a harbinger of
summer to come with more family time, abundant and yummy fresh produce
from farmers markets and our CSA, and even maybe some travel. I just love the
exhilaration I feel in May.
And. It is also the month which for so long for me has marked the beginning of the glide towards the end of
another church year. It’s a time of Annual Meetings and reports, reflecting on what got done and went well
during the year, and what didn’t, It’s about getting ready and looking forward the annual gathering of UU
ministers (called Ministry Days) held right before the UUA General Assembly, online this year so I hope we
have lots of UUCRVers attending! Look for info elsewhere in the newsletter.
And. It is also a time when for many ministers we feel the exhaustion of a long church year and we are tired.
And this may be a paradox but it’s also the time that I, and many of my colleagues begin planning, at least in
our heads, for the next church year. Exhaustion and exhilaration blended together fine.
I’m feeling all of that this May, though the exhaustion is less and the exhilaration of plans ahead more. I’m not
sure why that is, I suspect there are many reasons. For one this May sure feels a lot more hopeful than last
year. I also wonder if having been doing virtual church all year in many ways has been so different and called
on different energies than before that I feel less of the end of the year exhaustion.
The biggest reason of course is that this year I began serving here half time at UUCRV. It’s been such a delight,
and a change, serving this small but mighty congregation. I feel more of the exhilaration of looking forward to
and planning for the next church year with all of you. I will still take some time off this summer, and maybe
even a family trip to see grandchildren I have not seen in so, so long. And that will be such a blessing.
But this May I am mostly exhilarated by spring and coming summer, that the fine balance has shifted, and I am
glad of that.
What does May mean to you, and has that shifted for you in this new time we are living in?
Blessings, Rev. Marlene

Upcoming Worship Services
 May 2nd “Beltane, May Day & The Celebration of Spring” Rev. Marlene Walker and Jodell Gabriel
This Sunday will be celebrating Beltane and all things spring, we will share the fairy houses that we
have created, and join in the burning of our straw person. Look for more details elsewhere in the
newsletter and by email and on Facebook.
 May 9th Touchstone Theme of Acceptance Jodell Gabriel
Acceptance is key to our third principle: acceptance of one another; not superficially, but in deep ways.
The invitation of acceptance is mutual. It confers the gift of belonging in community. It communicates
“you matter.” This capacity is based on the premise of self-acceptance, to love who you are. Selfacceptance, flaws and all, is the bridge to accepting another.

 May 16th “Generosity and Gratitude”
Rev. Marlene Walker and Cher Zimmerman
As we mark the end of our annual pledge drive we will celebrate with gratitude the spirit generosity
that we have experienced in so many different ways.
 May 23rd “Pentecost” Rev. Misha Sanders and Jerry Paulson
The wonderful Rev. Misha Sanders will be pre-recording a special sermon for us about Pentecost. You
don’t want to miss this one!
 May 30th Poetry Service/Memorial Day
Jodell Gabriel and Connie Matusiak

Join us for our weekly worship services on Zoom – here’s how!
We are holding weekly worship services during this time of social distancing using the Zoom
application which participants can access on their computer, tablet or phone. Members and
friends receive an email each week with the link for the service – check for an email from UUCRV,
uucrockvalley@gmail.com that arrives before Sunday.
Would you like to learn HOW to access Zoom? If you would like to watch a video tutorial on Zoom you can
see one created by Foothills Unitarian in Colorado at: https://youtu.be/0UM1JWwzZ0

Adult Religious Education Opportunities:
May 4 - 1:00 pm – Book Discussion

Lucky Us!!!! Sharon Nesbit-Davis,
the author of Intended: A Marriage in Black and White, will be with us
to lead the discussion of her book.
The book is a story of her personal journey. She relates her
experiences as a young girl standing for respect for all people through the
complexity of a white woman and a black man desiring to marry.
The book does not take long to read. There are a few “floating” copies
around if you need one. Email or call Judy (j.pickkle@comcast.net ; 815-3998365) if you would like to participate.
Please bring your questions for Ms. Nesbit-Davis!!

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Participants
worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the Association through democratic process. Anyone
may attend; congregations must certify annually to have voting delegates
The UUA Board of Trustees has passed a resolution making the 2021 UUA General Assembly a 100% virtual
event. Let’s reach record-breaking attendance June 23-27, 2021!
General Assembly is the annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists, where we conduct business of the
Association, explore the theological underpinnings of our faith, and lean fully into our mission and principles.
That remains true even when we cannot gather physically. Last year, GA had more than 4,900 registered

attendees participate from remote locations around the world. Although we give up the face-to-face
interaction and hugs that are prevalent when we meet in-person, we retain our dedication to community and
make our experience more accessible and more environmentally sustainable.
Registration for virtual GA 2021 is $200 per person. Financial support for registration as well as a payment plan
are available. General Assembly registrants receive access to the 2021 Online Participation Portal, including
live, simulive, and on-demand video content, the virtual exhibit hall, chat features, support, and a (new!) GA
mobile app.
Beltane is a celebration of the turning of the seasonal wheel. It’s the time
between the Spring Equinox and Summer Solstice. It’s a time to come together
and celebrate. A time when the veil between the mundane and magical worlds is
thin. On Sunday, May 2 we will have a Beltane service.
This Photo by Unknown Author
BUT in preparation we have planned activities to raise the community energy
is licensed under CC BY
for this magical time.
WISHES BETWEEN NOW & SATURDAY MORNING. What would wish for yourself, loved ones and the world at
this magical time? Write them down on slips of paper that can be tucked in our straw being (more on that
below). AND deliver them to: the box by the church door or to Jodell if you don’t want to drive up to Rockton)
OR email them to Jodell or Marlene by April 30th.
Friday, April 30 at 7 p.m. we will meet on Zoom to make fairy houses so the magical world will feel at home
when it crosses through the veil.
Here is a supply list for fairy house building:
Glue or a glue gun
some form to shape the house (a can, milk carton, cardboard or a jar)
natural materials for the house—sticks, leaves, pine cones, rocks, nuts
embellishments like beads, fabric,
For inspiration, here are some videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3NeX0tArEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgQvisuDsbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc358X1nHDI&list=PL2iOnDqPW7OAaJWZbyytvzeTuyZrVms9B&index=4
This last one by Flannel Acres has more videos on detail stuff or embellishments if you want to take a look.
!!!Saturday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m. your wishes will be tucked in the straw person & which will be set on fire in
the church fire circle. The smoke and flames will carry them to the Universe. You are welcome to come and
send our wishes off BUT YOU CAN ALSO WATCH THE VIDEO DURING THE SERVICE ON SUNDAY.
Hope you can join in the Beltane service AND some or all of the activities leading up to it.
Blessed be. Jodell Gabriel

Every year UURVC has participated in filling the shelves at Caritas for the month of June for their clients who
come with hair care products, Some of the products most needed are: shampoo and conditioners for adults,
baby shampoo, Vaseline, African American hair products, or maybe even barrettes for kids. These things can
be purchased at the Dollar Store, WalMart or wherever you can get a deal. If you are unable to get out and get
some items and want to contribute you can send a check to Nina (putting Caritas hair items) on the memo line
and at the end of May I will take that money and go purchase the items and take them to Caritas.
Also, if you purchase some items I will pick them up from you and deliver them to Caritas at the end of May
so we can fill the shelves for June at Caritas. I know this is another way for helping people feel good about
themselves and the food cards do not allow you to buy non-food products.
Thank you, everyone, for your contributions in helping Caritas provide these services.
Dianna Kevari - Caritas Representative for UUCRV

Birthday
9 Margaret Curttright

24 Jackie Shair

Racial Justice Work
At our Annual Meeting in June 2019, our Congregation voted unanimously to adopt the 8th Principle of Unitarian
Universalism to “covenant to affirm and promote journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a
diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that accountably dismantle racism and other
oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.”
You Are Not a Problem By Imani Perry
People say that white people did not think Black people were fully human during slavery.
And sometimes they still say that today. I have never believed that was true. Having studied
the law of slavery, it is very clear to me that in the antebellum period white people knew
Black people were absolutely human. They were not chattel, but they were to be treated
as chattel, social chimeras, fashioned by the Frankensteins of European law. To be treated
as other than human when you are human is not a mistake or a flaw; it is a sin without
excuse. I know that something had to be rotten in the heart of anyone who stripped and
beat and raped and stole children and broke hearts with impunity and entitlement. I can see it when I encounter
such evil today.
I suppose this is why I don’t like the appropriation of animal language for Black living, regardless of who it’s
coming from. There are people who like to use the term "endangered species" to describe Black men. More
often than not it comes from people who are criticizing the way the society mistreats Black people and
specifically Black men. Even though I try not to pick at people‘s colloquialisms, I can’t stomach this one. It’s a
bad metaphor. Black men are not a species. They, you, belong to humanity. But I suppose the symbolism is
about how American selfishness sucks the life out of them, leaving them for dead in dungeons, littering their
carcasses on the roads of our cities, while the newspeople say, "We have no idea what is wrong." The groups
of people who are victims of this world's bloodsucking are many. Black men are not singular in
that regard. But we can settle here for a moment because you belong to this category that is
contemplated so infamously and has been for so long, as either predator or predated, and
therefore a problem. I’ll say it again: You are not a problem.
from Breathe: A Letter to My Sons (pp. 89-91)
Imani Perry is the Hughes-Rogers Professor of African American Studies at Princeton University,
where she also teaches in the Programs in Law and Public Affairs, and in Gender and Sexuality
Studies.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/you-are-not-problem

Touchstones Project Theme for May:
Acceptance
The theme of acceptance has four focal points: self-acceptance, being
accepted by others, accepting others, and accepting experiences that
come our way (e.g., loss, failure, illness, etc.) so that we can engage those
experiences to heal and grow. Self-acceptance is supported by being
accepted by MA and supports accepting others. Self-acceptance allows a
person to tolerate situations when he or she is not accepted by another
or others.
As Rev. Carolyn Owen-Towle writes, “It is our very differences that make it necessary to practice acceptance
toward one another.” Living as we do in a very diverse and often contentious society, she continues, “we
cannot help but pay attention to just what is meant by acceptance. It is within our capability to accept
someone for their intrinsic worth without necessarily accepting what they believe or how they act. That, in
fact, is what we are obliged by our principles to do. But it does take a certain amount of maturity to separate
being from behavior. It is a learned discipline that takes both heart and mind, looking into the person, him- or
herself, beyond fixed categories. It means attuning to their hearts and recognizing the common humanity you
share. Our empathy tells us that people are tender, fragile beings with feelings, yearnings, aspirations, and
fears that are similar to our own.”
Lee Trepanier offers a position that exists between acceptance and rejection, one that requires the maturity to
which Owen-Towle refers. It is civility. While we may not accept a person, initially or ever, we can treat him or
her civilly, rather than rejecting the person. Trepanier writes, “When compared to respect and acceptance,
civility provides a path for a person to socially interact with another while not necessarily affirming the other’s
beliefs, actions, and practices,” since affirmation may require acceptance or even respect.
Acceptance is the foundation of human relationships. It is recognizing an individual for who he or she is and
being attentive to the circumstances of the relationship to avoid the influence of hidden (or conscious)
assumptions influenced by “isms” that can include racism, ableism & disablism, sexism, classism, nativism,
colonialism, white supremacism, ethnocentrism, eurocentrism, heterosexism, cisgenderism (e.g.,
transphobia), “SES” ism (social economic status-ism), and many more. These assumptions are reflected in
biases that drive behavior and stereotypes that apply the assumptions to all individuals in the group. South
African author Devan Moonsamy coined a term for “isms:” Instant Separation Magnets. Indeed!
Source: Touchstones REACH: Lifespan RE Resources for Acceptance

Family Story : Acceptance
Belonging: Fannie Barrier Williams by Janeen Grohsmeyer
More than one hundred fifty years ago, back when trains were new and airplanes and
cars hadn’t been invented, back when women always wore long skirts and everyone
wore hats, a girl named Fannie Barrier lived in a town in New York State.
Fannie lived with her older brother, George, and her older sister, Ella, and their
parents. During the week, Fannie and George and Ella would get up and get dressed
and eat breakfast, and then go to school. In the afternoon, they would play in the
woods or maybe go sledding in the snow with their friends, then do their chores, eat
dinner, do their homework, and go to bed.
On Sundays, the whole Barrier family would go to church. Fannie’s father was a

deacon, a leader at the church. Her mother taught Bible school. When Fannie was old enough, she played the
piano while people sang hymns. She sang, too, and painted pictures. Maybe some of you like to do those
things, too.
Maybe Fannie’s life sounds a lot like your life, even if she did wear long skirts instead of pants and use
kerosene lamps instead of electric lights and cook food on a wood stove instead of in a microwave oven. Going
to school and to church, doing homework and chores, making music and playing with friends – these are all
things we still do today.
But Fannie’s life was different. Very different. Because back then, one hundred fifty years ago in the United
States of America, most people didn’t believe that everyone was equal. Most people believed that some
groups of people were better than other groups. They believed that men were better than women. They
believed that Protestants were better than Catholics or Jews. And they believed that people with light skin
were better than people with dark skin.
Fannie Barrier had dark skin.
When she was a teenager, she went to the city of Boston to study music. Some of the other students said,
“We don’t want her here. She’s dark, so she doesn’t belong. If she stays, we’ll all go.” The school asked Fannie
to leave.
So, Fannie went to Washington DC to study painting. She had to hide behind a screen so no one could see her.
“If the other students know you’re here,” the teacher told Fannie, “they’ll want you to leave.”
Over and over again, all through her life, Fannie was told she wasn’t wanted and couldn’t belong, just because
she had dark skin.
When she was forty years old and living in the city of Chicago, some women invited her to join a women’s
club. But some other women in the club said, “We don’t want her here. She’s dark, so she can’t belong. If she
stays, we’ll all go.” The people in the club argued about it for more than a year. Finally, they voted to let
Fannie in. But when she joined, those other women left.
Now, Fannie didn’t like that. It hurts when people won’t let you belong. It hurts when people don’t want you
around. Some days Fannie felt angry about it. Some days she felt sad.
But most days, Fannie had no time to feel angry or sad, because she was busy making groups of her own.
Fannie knew how much it hurt to be left out. And she knew it would be a lot easier, and more fun, to get
things done together with others, than by yourself. She and her husband, the lawyer S. Laing Williams, joined
the All Souls Unitarian Church in Chicago. They helped start a hospital, where everyone was welcome, no
matter the color of their skin. They created a group to study art and music.
Fannie Barrier Williams helped start a home for girls in Chicago, and she started a center where people could
live together, no matter the color of their skin. She was part of the group that started the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (the NAACP), along with Frederick Douglass, Ida Wells Barnett,
Frances Watkins Harper, and W.E.B. DuBois.
Fannie also worked with suffragists like Susan B. Anthony, helping women get the chance to vote. Because
back then, remember, people thought that men were better than women. Women couldn’t own property or
have a bank account or vote in elections.
In 1920, when Fannie was sixty-five years old, women were finally allowed to vote. And about fifty years after
that, people starting letting everyone vote and everyone belong to groups, no matter the color of their skin.
Fannie Barrier Williams didn’t live to see that. She didn’t live long enough to see the United States of America
become a place where most of the people believe that everyone is equal.

But she helped make it happen. When some groups kept people out, Fannie Barrier Williams started groups
that let everyone in. When the laws of our country said she and thousands of others couldn’t belong because
of the color of their skin or the church they went to or because they were girls instead of boys, Fannie Barrier
Williams worked to change the laws so that everyone could belong – and would belong – no matter what.
Source: https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session4/132836.shtml

Some Big Questions for Youth:
Mattering by Mark Hicks
My father asked if I am gay
I asked Does it matter?
He said, No not really
I said, Yes.
He said get out of my life.
I guess it mattered.

❖
❖
❖
❖

Does it matter?
Why does it matter?
Should it matter?
How can you make it not matter?

My friend asked why I talk about race so much?
I asked, Does it matter?
He said, No not really
I told him, [Because my race impacts my life experience.]
He said, You need to get that chip off your shoulder.
I guess it mattered.
My neighbor asked why I put that ramp up to my front door.
I said, Does it matter?
He said, No not really
I told him because it made my life easier.
He said, Is there a way to make it less obvious?
I guess it mattered.
A member of my church asked why I like gospel
music.
I asked, Does it matter?
She said, No, not really.
I told her that it connects me to my southern,
Christian childhood.
She said, I think you’re in denial about your
oppression.
I guess it mattered.
My God asked me, Do you love yourself?
I said, Does it matter?
She said, YES!
I said, How can I love myself? I am gay, Latino, disabled, and a Christian in a hostile climate.
She said that is the way I made you.
Nothing will ever matter again.
Originally written anonymously by a gay, high school student and adapted by Mark Hicks.
Source: https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/mattering

The Living Tradition We Share Draws From Many Sources:
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong values and
moral guides. We live out these Principles within a “living tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn
from sources as diverse as science, poetry, scripture, and personal experience. These are the six sources our
congregations affirm and promote:
• Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to
a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life;
• Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil with
justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;
• Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;
• Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as
ourselves;
• Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, and
warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;
•
Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered
traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life
Direct
and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms
experience
of nature.Grateful for the religious pluralism which
enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to
Spiritual
Prophetic
teachings
people
deepen our understanding and expand our vision.
As free congregations we enter into this covenant,
UU
promising to one another our mutual trust and
Sources
support.
Source: Sources of Our Living Tradition | UUA.org
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Books for Children About Acceptance Recommended by Touchstones
Project: Click on the Video Link to hear the story!
10,000 Dresses by Marcus Ewert, author and Rex Ray, illustrator (2008)
“Every night, Bailey dreams about magical dresses: dresses made of crystals and rainbows,
dresses made of flowers, dresses made of windows . . . Unfortunately, when Bailey’s awake, no
one wants to hear about these beautiful dreams. Quite the contrary. ‘You’re a BOY!’ Mother
and Father tell Bailey. ‘You shouldn’t be thinking about dresses at all.’ Then Bailey meets Laurel,
an older girl who is touched and inspired by Bailey’s imagination and courage. In friendship, the
two of them begin making dresses together. And Bailey’s dreams come true! “This gorgeous
picture book—a modern fairy tale about becoming the person you feel you are inside—will delight people of
all ages.” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRpaz-hdggo (5:11)
AAAlligator! by Judith Henderson, author and Andrea Stegmaier, illustrator (2020)
“When a hungry alligator moves to their town, the residents want him out . . . until they get to know him (and
learn what he’s actually hungry for!). A timely tale about empathy, acceptance and a community’s response to
injustice. Though, he’s scared at first, a boy who encounters an alligator in the woods soon realizes that all the
alligator wants is companionship—and leftovers—and the two become good friends. But the mayor of the
boy’s town simply won’t allow it. He even makes an official proclamation, ‘NO ALLIGATORS! Blah, blah, blah.’
The townspeople agree with the mayor. At first. But once they see how kind and helpful the alligator is (and
how nice it is to have someone to eat all their leftovers!), they decide the alligator should be allowed to stay.
They help the alligator avoid the mayor, for a while. But it’s becoming harder to find a place for him to hide.
Can they all come together and find a way to keep the alligator in their town.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlukMIxoOXk (7:43)
Beegu by Alexis Deacon (2003)
“Beegu’s spacecraft is stranded on Earth. Now she is lost and wandering. Waiting for a rescue
signal from her mother, she fails to make friends with the strange creatures she encounters.
Rabbits don’t seem to understand her; windblown leaves won’t stay still to listen. But at last,
on a school playground, Beegu discovers a group of fantastic companions who are happy to let
her join their games . . . until a grownup creature spoils the fun.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaX_zGZO0Y8 (2:47)
Claymation Stills: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBYcwGZa8WE (4:39)
Animation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no5Sf0MfMZw (4:39)
Bob the Artist by Marion Deuchars (2016)
“Bob the bird is just like all his friends, apart from his skinny legs. When Bob is teased, he decides to try and
change himself to fit in. But little does he know where all his efforts will lead him...”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCgWgfp_5tQ (2:39)
The Bad Seed by Jory John, author and Pete Oswald, illustrator (2017)
“This is a book about a bad seed. A baaaaaaaaaad seed. How bad? Do you really want to
know? He has a bad temper, bad manners, and a bad attitude. He’s been bad since he can
remember! “…The Bad Seed: a funny yet touching tale that reminds us of the remarkably
transformative power of will, acceptance, and just being you.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGKcTEIxSrU (5:15)
The Boy Who Grew Flowers by Jennifer Wojtowicz, author and Steve Adams, illustrator (2005) “Rink is a very
unusual boy who grows beautiful flowers all over his body whenever the moon is full. In town and at school,

Rink and his family are treated as outcasts although no-one knows his strange botanical secret. But one day a
new girl arrives at school, and Rink discovers she has some unique qualities of her own.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTLJqxGhNdU (7:25)
Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson, author and E. B. Lewis, illustrator (2012)
“Chloe and her friends won’t play with the new girl, Maya. Every time Maya tries to join Chloe
and her friends, they reject her. Eventually Maya stops coming to school. When Chloe’s
teacher gives a lesson about how even small acts of kindness can change the world, Chloe is
stung by the lost opportunity for friendship, and thinks about how much better it could have
been if she’d shown a little kindness toward Maya.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlNgYno4W14&t=132s (8:07)
From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea by Kai Cheng Thom and Kai Yun Ching, authors and Wai-Yant
Li, illustrator (2017) “In the magical time between night and day, when both the sun and the moon are in
the sky, a child is born in a little blue house on a hill. And Miu Lan is not just any child, but one who can change
into any shape they can imagine. The only problem is they can’t decide what to be: A boy or a girl? A bird or a
fish? A flower or a shooting star? At school, though, they must endure inquisitive looks and difficult questions
from the other children, and they have trouble finding friends who will accept them for who they are. But they
find comfort in the loving arms of their mother, who always offers them the same loving refrain: ‘whatever
you dream of / i believe you can be / from the stars in the sky to the fish in the sea.’ “In this captivating,
beautifully imagined picture book about gender, identity, and the acceptance of the differences between us,
Miu Lan faces many questions about who they are and who they may be. But one thing’s for sure: no matter
what this child becomes, their mother will love them just the same.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2l3PUnnD7q8 (9:08)
I Am Enough by Grace Byers, author and Keturah A. Bobo, illustrator (2018) “This gorgeous, lyrical ode to
loving who you are, respecting [and accepting] others, and being kind to one another comes from Empire
actor and activist Grace Byers and talented newcomer artist Keturah A. Bobo.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hRFI-N4kYZk (2:41)
I Don’t Want to Be a Frog by Dev Petty, author and Mike Boldt, illustrator (2015) “Frog wants to be anything
but a slimy, wet frog. A cat, perhaps. Or a rabbit. An owl? But when a hungry wolf arrives—a wolf who HATES
eating frogs—our hero decides that being himself isn’t so bad after all. In this very silly story with a sly
message, told in hilarious dialogue between a feisty young frog and his heard-it-all-before father, young
readers will identify with little Frog’s desire to be something different, while laughing along at his stubborn yet
endearing schemes to prove himself right.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzwUHnQ3FfU (4:44)
It’s OK to be Different by Todd Parr (2001) “…It’s Okay to Be Different cleverly delivers the important
messages of acceptance, understanding, and confidence…. …This book will inspire kids to celebrate their
individuality through acceptance of others and self-confidence--and it’s never too early to develop a healthy
self-esteem.” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mt7grN0mbDI&t=9s (2:51)
Just Ask!: Be Different, Be Brave, Be You by Sonia Sotomayor, author and Rafael López, illustrator (2019)
“In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor celebrates the different abilities kids (and
people of all ages) have. Using her own experience as a child who was diagnosed with diabetes, Justice
Sotomayor writes about children with all sorts of challenges—and looks at the special powers those kids have
as well. As the kids work together to build a community garden, asking questions of each other along the way,
this book encourages readers to do the same: When we come across someone who is different from us but
we’re not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QywOvPQy9rc (7:13)

Lila and the Crow by Gabrielle Grimard (2018) “Lila has just moved to a new town and can’t wait to make
friends at school. But on the first day, a boy points at her and shouts: ‘A crow! A crow! The new girl’s hair is
black like a crow!’ The others whisper and laugh, and Lila’s heart grows as heavy as a stone. The next day, Lila
covers her hair. But this time, the boy points at her dark skin. When she covers her face, he mocks her dark
eyes. “Now every day at school, Lila hides under her turtleneck, dark glasses, and hat. And every day when she
goes home, she sees a crow who seems to want to tell her something. Lila ignores the bird and even throws
rocks at it, but it won’t go away. “Meanwhile, the great autumn festival is approaching. While the other kids
prepare their costumes, Lila is sadder and lonelier than ever. At her lowest point of despair, a magical
encounter with the crow opens Lila’s eyes to the beauty of being different, and gives her the courage to
proudly embrace her true self.” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taEq8XAtFfI (5:44)
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o (2019) “Sulwe’s skin is the color of midnight. She’s darker than everyone in her
family, and everyone at school. All she wants is to be beautiful and bright, like her mother and sister. Then a
magical journey through the night sky opens her eyes and changes everything.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vujbTOuzg2Q (11:12)
This Day in June by Gayle E. Pitman, author and Kristyna Litten, illustrator (2014)
“In a wildly whimsical, validating, and exuberant reflection of the LGBT community, This Day in June welcomes
readers to experience a pride celebration and share in a day when we are all united. “Also included is a Note
to Parents and Other Caregivers with information on how to talk to children about sexual orientation and
gender identity in age-appropriate ways as well as a Reading Guide chock-full of facts about LGBT history and
culture. This Day in June is an excellent tool for teaching respect, acceptance, and understanding of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people.” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKyz_-UbN14 (1:30)
Visiting Feelings by Lauren J. Rubenstein, author and Shelly Hehenberger, illustrator (2013)
“Visiting Feelings harnesses a young child’s innate capacity to fully experience the present moment. Rather
than labeling or defining specific emotions and feelings, Visiting Feelings invites children to sense, explore, and
befriend any feeling with acceptance and equanimity. Children can explore their emotions with their senses
and gain an understanding of how feelings can lodge in the body, as conveyed by common expressions like ‘a
pit in the stomach’ or ‘lump in the throat.’” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaQJ1mDWuZM
(3:50)
We’re All Wonders by R. J. Palacio (2017) “Over 8 million people have fallen in love with Wonder and have
joined the movement to Choose Kind. Now younger readers can meet Auggie Pullman, an ordinary boy with an
extraordinary face, and his beloved dog, Daisy.“…Palacio shows readers what it’s like to live in Auggie’s world—
a world in which he feels like any other kid, but he’s not always seen that way.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWOuoaAtXGE (2:41)
Where Are You From? by Yamile Saied Méndez, author and Jaime Kim, illustrator (2019) “When a girl is
asked where she’s from—where she’s really from—none of her answers seems to be the right one.“Unsure
about how to reply, she turns to her loving abuelo for help. He doesn’t give her the response she expects. She
gets an even better one.Where am I from? You’re from hurricanes and dark storms, and a tiny singing frog
that calls the island people home when the sun goes to sleep....“With themes of self-acceptance, identity, and
home, this powerful, lyrical picture book will resonate with readers young and old, from all backgrounds and
of all colors—especially anyone who ever felt that they don’t belong.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqaIE1Skn6Y (3:37)
Whoever You Are by Mem Fox, author and Leslie Staub, illustrator (2006)
“Every day all over the world, children are laughing and crying, playing and learning, eating and sleeping. They
may not look the same. They may not speak the same language. Their lives may be quite different. But inside,
they are all alike. Stirring words and bold paintings weave their way around our earth, across cultures and

generations. At a time when, unfortunately, the lessons of tolerance still need to be learned, Whoever You Are
urges us to accept our differences, to recognize our similarities, and-most importantly-to rejoice in both.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9swWI5SPKQ&t=43s (3:39)
Video Link with words sung: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6943UB7x5c (3:15)
Chocolate Milk, Por Favor: Celebrating Diversity with Empathy by Maria Dismondy, author & Donna Farrell,
illustrator (2015) “Chocolate Milk, Por Favor! is a story about a boy named Johnny who is angry when a new
student, Gabe, arrives. Gabe comes to school in tears and doesn’t speak English. Johnny doesn’t understand
why anyone would want to play with Gabe, especially since he can’t talk to them, but slowly Johnny learns
that actions speak much louder than words.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnIGNmpaBOQ (9:36)
Interview with “The REAL Gabe” from Chocolate Milk, Por Favor at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kRivAFH2R8 (11:31)

