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Ministerial Musings
“Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes.
Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments so dear.
five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes.
How do you measure,
Measure a year?”
The words from the song “Seasons of Love” from the musical Rent have been singing in
my mind and heart these last few days. This month marks a year that we have been living
with the Covid Pandemic. It. Has. Been. A. Year. That statement is true in all its meaning. I
have to say that it both feels like it has only been a minute and that it really has been
10,000 years.
It was just a year ago that we were just hearing the news about a possibly dangerous virus. In just a matter of weeks we
learned how widespread it was and how so many people were becoming so very sick and dying. We all watched it
unfolding on our TV screens in the news, scared and terrified. Then the shutdowns came, and we had to pivot to online
worship and virtual church. We had no idea then that a year later we would still be here.

“In daylights?
In sunsets?
In midnights?
In cups of coffee?
In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife?
In five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes.
How do you measure a year in a life?”
“In truths that she learned,
or in times that he cried?
In bridges he burned,
or the way that she died?”

In our virtual life we found ways to have all of these. Sunsets and midnights still happened. And so many cups
of coffee. And amidst the tears of loss and griefs, there were moments of laughter, even amidst all the strife,
so much strife. There were truths learned, yes, we can figure out how to use Zoom and stay connected. And
we have cried, so many tears, and burned so many bridges. And we have mourned and grieved as so many
died, both known and dear to us, and unknown in numbers that boggle the mind.
“How about love?
How about love?
Measure in love...
Seasons of love (love)...
Seasons of love (love)...
It's time now to sing out,
though the story never ends.
Let's celebrate remember a year in a life
of friends
Remember the love...”
This past year we have remembered the love. So many times. We have continued to be a beloved community based on
love. We have found new ways to feel and express that love. Ways that kept us and others safe. My grandchildren now
know how to FT time me any time they want and have learned how to give a “screen hug”. We learned how to smile
with our eyes while wearing a mask. How to order groceries online. How to worship together yet apart. The building

may have closed but the church has remained wide open. So many things have been learned. I think the biggest one is
that we truly do need one another. Always.
It has been rough, I’m not denying that, and we need to honor all that has been hard and heavy and painful and full of
grief. And we will.
As we reach this year mark there is hope on the horizon, vaccines are rolling out, folks are getting vaccinated, and case
are coming down. We are not out of the woods yet. But we can begin to think of something that just might be a new
”normal, of seeing each other face to face again, and hopefully joining in worship together all in the same place again.
And won’t that be a grand day!
Blessings,
Rev. Marlene

Upcoming Worship Services
ª March 7: The Meaning of Membership, Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker

What does it mean to be a member of something, to join something? More specifically what does it mean to join, to
become a member of a UU Church? Do you have to be a “member” to be a part of the community (the answer is
no)? We’ll take a look at how UU’s have understood membership over the years and how membership is understood
here at UUCRV.

ª March 14: Touchstones - Respect, Lay Leader: Judy Pickle
Touchstones description: Respect is the way that we affirm another’s worth and dignity. UU minister
Tom Owen-Towle has suggested that respect is more important than love. The word comes from a
Latin root that means “to look back, to regard.” It reminds us that when we look with the hard eyes of
judgment, we would be wise to look again with the soft eyes of respect that we might truly see beneath
superficialities.
ª March 21: Spiritual Lessons From Covid, Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
It has been a year. What have we learned in this year, unlike any other year? Can we even think about Spiritual
lessons we may learned in a year of pandemic, and loss, and grief? And how can we go about remembering
what needs to be remembered and held with both hope and tenderness.
March 28: UUA Worship Service – Side With Love, Lay Leader: Denny Broderick

This wonderful service created by the UUA brings together worship leaders and musicians from across the country to
offer hopeful, moving, challenging reminders about what we, as Unitarian Universalists are called to do, and BE, in the
world. You don’t want to miss this one.

What if to “side with love” meant making bold, faith-full choices? What if it were even a little bit scary?
This worship service brings together worship leaders and musicians from across the country to offer
hopeful, moving, challenging reminders about what we, as Unitarian Universalists, are called to do, and
BE, in the world.

Join us for our weekly worship services on Zoom – here’s how!
We are holding weekly worship services during this time of social distancing using the Zoom
application which participants can access on their computer, tablet or phone. Members and friends
receive an email each week with the link for the service – check for an email from UUCRV,
uucrockvalley@gmail.com that arrives before Sunday.
You will need to download the Zoom application first. You can start this process by clicking on the blue link in
the email and agreeing to the install. During the join process you will be asked several things:
• Your name will be requested to identify you to the other members at the meeting.
• You will be asked if you want to use your computer’s camera, if it has one. If you want to be seen by
others during the service, click to allow. Otherwise, you will be displayed by name only.

•

Next you will be asked to use the computers audio. You will want to select that so you can hear us, and
we can hear you.
Once the install has been completed the application will start and you will begin to join the worship service. You
should see other members who have joined the service.
Before the meeting, you will want to locate the microphone icon to allow you to mute the microphone on your
device. This is important for the others listening to the service as any conversations you have with others in the
room or any sounds you make, even shuffling papers, are picked up by the microphone and can make listening
very difficult for others. It should look like this at the bottom of your computer screen. Similar icons may be
located at the top of your tablet.

You need to unmute your own microphone when it is time to talk to each other, such as when sharing Joys and
Sorrows or during Worship Service Discussion or Coffee Hour. If you want to join the Worship Service Discussion
you will need to join the Breakout Room when opened by the Host. If you don’t see the invitation, click on the
Breakout Rooms icon to join.

If you would like to watch a video tutorial on Zoom you can see one created by Foothills Unitarian in Colorado
at: https://youtu.be/0-UM1JWwzZ0

Hope to see you on Sunday!

The Living Tradition We Share Draws From Many Sources:
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong values and
moral guides. We live out these Principles within a “living tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn
from sources as diverse as science, poetry, scripture, and personal experience. These are the six sources our
congregations affirm and promote:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures,
which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and
uphold life;
Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us to confront powers and
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love;
Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;
Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our
neighbors as ourselves;
Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of
science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;
Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life
and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.

Direct
experience
Spiritual
teachings

Prophetic
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Source: Sources of Our Living Tradition | UUA.org

UU
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Grateful for the religious pluralism which enriches
and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen
our understanding and expand our vision. As free
congregations we enter into this covenant,
promising to one another our mutual trust and
support.

World's
religions
Jewish &
Christian
teachings

Adult Religious Education Opportunities:
v March 2 - 1:00 pm – Book Discussion:
Caste, The Origins of Our Discontents by
Isabel Wilkerson; Led by Judy Pickle and
Gloria Shafer; email or call Judy
(j.pickkle@comcast.net ; 815-399-8365) if
you would like to participate.

Racial Justice Work
At our Annual Meeting in June 2019, our Congregation voted unanimously to adopt the 8th Principle of Unitarian
Universalism to “covenant to affirm and promote journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a
diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that accountably dismantle racism and other
oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.”

Illinois Passes Criminal Justice Reform
“As Bryan Stevenson has said, “Our criminal
justice system treats you better if you are rich and
guilty than it does if you are innocent and poor.”
Eliminating cash bail ends the practice of
detaining non-violent offenders simply because
they are poor while also preventing violent
offenders from being released because they can
afford bail. Additionally, this legislation implements
increased standards of police accountability and
helps to rebuild public trust in the system. I’m
grateful for the legislators, advocates and

“llinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed a bill
Monday [February 22nd] that makes
Illinois the first state in the country to
abolish cash bail payments for jail
release for people who have been
arrested and are waiting for their case to
be heard. The practice has long been
controversial with criminal justice
reform advocates who call cash bail a
"poor people's tax" that has had
a disproportionately negative impact on

community members who went from “protest to
progress.” There’s still work to do, but this is a
step in the right direction.” Statement from Cook
County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx on Passage of Historic
Criminal Justice Reform Legislation, Illinois House Bill 3653:
| Cook County State's Attorney

people of color. It leaves those who can't
come up with the money in jail for weeks
or longer or even accepting plea deals as
a way to get out.” Illinois Becomes 1st State
To Eliminate Cash Bail : NPR

“The 764-page criminal justice bill was
crafted by the Illinois Legislative Black
Caucus. It passed the General Assembly
last month during the Legislature’s lame
duck session. It ends cash bail in the
state, creates a statewide certification
program for police officers, mandates
three phone calls for detainees and
allows for more judicial discretion in
sentencing.”
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/2/22/22295
393/illinois-governor-jb-pritzker-criminaljustice-reform-bill-cash-bail-police-bodycams

Thanks to all who
wrote the Governor
and/or your legislators
about this bill!
March Well Being Series—save these dates
March 9, 2021 7 p.m. CST
Exploring Grief & Creating Life After Loss - Facilitated by Lynne Staley, Grief Educator
Grief is the normal, natural and innate response to disappointment and loss which we inevitably
experience in life. Everyone grieves. It could be that you are experiencing GRIEF through the changes
inherent in the pandemic? Join Grief Educator, Lynne Staley, for a discussion on how grief expresses
itself, how grief has a significant impact on our well-being, and how to create a rich "chapter of life"
after loss.
March 19, 2021 7 p.m. CST
Diving Deeper into Spirituality…A Discussion - Facilitated by Gloria Perez, Spiritual Director
In our time together this month, we delve deeper into Spirituality by asking these questions and
more that might come up during the discussion. What does Spirituality look like? What does is sound
like? In what places are you surprised to find Spirit?
March 29, 2021 7 p.m. CST
Envisioning a Better World - Facilitated by Jodell Gabriel
What would a better future look like to you? Using your hopes and dreams for a better world
interwoven with the 7 Principles of Unitarian Universalism create your vision board of a better
future. We will celebrate possibilities by sharing our visions with each other.
Any donations to support the speakers and supplies for the Well Being Series are appreciated. Send
checks to: UUCRV Treasurer, PO Box 256, Rockton, IL 61072 (Note “Well Being” in the memo. }

Climate Justice Work
The United States Officially Rejoins the Paris Agreement
ANTONY J. BLINKEN, SECRETARY OF STATE
FEBRUARY 19, 2021
On January 20, on his first day in office, President Biden signed the instrument to bring the United States
back into the Paris Agreement. Per the terms of the Agreement, the United States officially becomes a
Party again today.

The Paris Agreement is an unprecedented framework for global action. We know because we helped
design it and make it a reality. Its purpose is both simple and expansive: to help us all avoid catastrophic
planetary warming and to build resilience around the world to the impacts from climate change we
already see.
Now, as momentous as our joining the Agreement was in 2016 — and as momentous as our rejoining is
today — what we do in the coming weeks, months, and years is even more important.
You have seen and will continue to see us weaving climate change into our most important bilateral and
multilateral conversations at all levels. In these conversations, we’re asking other leaders: how can we do
more together?
Climate change and science diplomacy can never again be “add-ons” in our foreign policy discussions.
Addressing the real threats from climate change and listening to our scientists is at the center of our
domestic and foreign policy priorities. It is vital in our discussions of national security, migration,
international health efforts, and in our economic diplomacy and trade talks.
We are reengaging the world on all fronts, including at the President’s April 22nd Leaders’ Climate
Summit. And further out, we are very much looking forward to working with the United Kingdom and other
nations around the world to make COP26 a success.

What can we do in
the coming weeks,
months, and years?
How can we do more?

Northern Public Radio Fundraiser
By providing your public radio support through the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley, our
church will receive free public announcements to help potential new members to learn about our congregation
and/or to advertise special events we are hosting. Our recent collection raised $1,625.
Thank you for your support of both UUCRV and NPR!
And thank you to Nina Herzer for organizing this fundraiser!

Guest at Your Table Fundraiser
During our November 22 Worship Service we learned about the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s

(UUSC) work, including their intergenerational program Guest at Your Table and began a fundraiser that lasted
until January 10th. The intent of the Guest at Your Table program is to raise support and awareness about human
rights issues – this year’s theme is The Meaning of Home. Participating in Guest at Your Table helps our members
and friends of all ages nurture lasting connections to our UU Principles, build awareness of social justice, and
strengthen the work of the UUSC. Our fundraiser netted $297.54 which was forwarded on to UUSC.

Thank you to Rev. Marlene for introducing our congregation to this program and to
everyone who donated to support human rights around the world!
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Peanut Month is born
Peanut week is extended to a whole month in 1974 and celebrated every year, hence.

