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February 2021
Book/Film Discussion
First meeting: Tuesday, March 2, 1:00 p.m.
We will discuss the first half of Caste - The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson (read to page
190). We also will make plans for our future meetings. Around 10 people have “signed up”.
If you want to be involved contact Judy Pickle. (J.Pickle@comcast.net) or 815-399-8365

Ministerial Musings
As February is about to begin, I’m struck by what a roller coaster ride the month
of January has been. We began the month with a lot of concern and anxiety as we
waited for the election to be certified. Then on January 6th we watched, some of
us in real time on television, as a mob incited by former President Donald Trump
stormed the US Capitol in a violent attempt to overturn the election and to cause
harm to elected officials, including Vice President Pence and congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi. The level of shock, horror, and disbelief was profound. And now we
end the month having begun to let out our breaths on January 20th as we
watched the Inauguration of President Biden and as the Covid vaccine has begun
to slowly be available.
I’m not usually a fan of February. I’ve often joked that though it may have the smallest number of days its
actually the longest month of the year. I feel very differently about February this year. It feels like the
beginning of a time of hope, possibility, and blooming to me. I will be taking my study leave in February so
while I will not be leading worship during February, I plan to catch up on the huge pile of reading that has
accumulated and to do some planning for the months to come, as well as attend a few meetings. I’m most
excited that by the end of the month I will have had both doses of the Covid vaccine and that means I will be
able to visit with some of you face to face, albeit still wearing a mask. I am so looking forward to that.

And last but not least, remember those crocus bulbs
that I planted for our Burning Bowl service on the first
Sunday of January? They have now been
moved inside and as you can see in the photo
[that] they already starting to come up. A
wonderful symbol of hope to come. I’ll keep us all
posted on their progress.
Blessings,
Rev. Marlene
Upcoming Worship Service
ª February 7: The Great Migration, Guest Speaker:
Linda Fair
Our Guest Speaker will be Linda Fair, Academic
Advisor at Blackhawk Technical College. She will
be sharing with us about the Great Migration and Beloit’s African American Heritage. The Great
Migration began in the 1910s when hundreds of African Americans started to arrive in Beloit from
Mississippi, attracted to the manufacturing sector. Linda Fair will share the structural and cultural
barriers they encountered and how they persevered.
ª February 14: Love and Friendship, Lay Leader: Judy Pickle
The foundation for this service is the bestselling book, The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse by
Charlie Mackesy, British author, illustrator and artist. The book offers a journey for all ages, exploring
life’s universal lessons on kindness, hope, friendship and love, offering inspiration in uncertain times.
ª February 21: Mercy, Lay Leader: Susan Busker
This service will be based on the Touchstones theme for February, Mercy: The prophet Micah counseled
us, “To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.” These qualities are universal and
transformative. Justice and humility are important, but it is the love of mercy that is crucial…Mercy is a
grace because it is not deserved. It allows a person to return to life with dignity.” Bryan Stevenson’s
book, Just Mercy, will also be incorporated into the service.
ª February 28: Purim, Lay Leader: Jerry Paulson
Our Unitarian Universalist faith draws from Six Sources, including “Jewish and Christian teachings which
call us to respond to God’s love by loving our neighbors as ourselves.” Purim, being celebrated this year
from February 25-26, marks the Jewish people’s deliverance from a royal death decree around the 4th
century BCE, as told in the book of Esther. The story reminds us to be brave in using our voices to speak
our truth and to protect others.

Join us for our weekly worship services on Zoom – here’s how!
We are holding weekly worship services during this time of social distancing using the Zoom
application which participants can access on their computer, tablet or phone. Members and friends
receive an email each week with the link for the service – check for an email from UUCRV,
uucrockvalley@gmail.com that arrives before Sunday.
You will need to download the Zoom application first. You can start this process by clicking on the blue link in
the email and agreeing to the install. During the join process you will be asked several things:
• Your name will be requested to identify you to the other members at the meeting.
• You will be asked if you want to use your computer’s camera, if it has one. If you want to be seen by
others during the service click to allow. Otherwise, you will be displayed by name only.
• Next you will be asked to use the computers audio. You will want to select that so you can hear us, and
we can hear you.
Once the install has been completed the application will start and you will begin to join the worship service. You
should see other members who have joined the service.

Before the meeting, you will want to locate the microphone icon to allow you to mute the microphone on your
device. This is important for the others listening to the service as any conversations you have with others in the
room or any sounds you make, even shuffling papers, are picked up by the microphone and can make listening
very difficult for others. It should look like this at the bottom of your computer screen. Similar icons may be
located at the top of your tablet.

You need to unmute your own microphone when it is time to talk to each other, such as when sharing Joys and
Sorrows or during Worship Service Discussion or Coffee Hour. If you want to join the Worship Service Discussion
you will need to join the Breakout Room when opened by the Host. If you don’t see the invitation, click on the
Breakout Rooms icon to join.

If you would like to watch a video tutorial on Zoom you can see one created by Foothills Unitarian in Colorado
at: https://youtu.be/0-UM1JWwzZ0

Hope to see you on Sundays!

I, Too by Langston Hughes
I, too, sing America.
I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.
Tomorrow,
I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.
Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed—
I, too, am America.

At our Annual Meeting in June 2019, our Congregation voted
unanimously to adopt the 8th Principle of Unitarian
Universalism to “covenant to affirm and promote journeying
toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that
accountably dismantle racism and other oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.”

Racial Justice Work

As part of our efforts to rise to Brittany Packnett’s (Ware Lecture by Brittany Packnett, General Assembly 2018 |
UUA.org) challenge to us to “Read more. Listen more. Act more. Build something new.” we are beginning to
plan some responses, including a Book and Film Discussion group along with this regular feature in our
newsletter with resources for ways you can continue your own education about racism and other oppressions
and possible actions you might take.
This month the Touchstones theme is Mercy. Included in this theme is the work of Bryan Stevenson, author of
Just Mercy (see description below). Bryan Stevenson is the Founder and Executive Director of the Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI), a nonprofit organization committed to ending mass incarceration and excessive punishment in
the United States, to challenging racial and economic injustice, and to protecting basic human rights for the
most vulnerable people in American society. If you want to learn more about EJI or make a donation to support
their work, go to https://eji.org Just Mercy was made into a movie in 2019.
We Read Together: Just Mercy by Gail Forsyth-Vail
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson [was] the 2015-16 UUA Common Read. This
beautifully written book looks closely at the life stories and circumstances of people who have been sentenced
to die at the hands of the state or to live out their lives in prison. The author explores ethical, moral, and
spiritual questions as he uncovers truths many would prefer not to know. In story after story, he details the
horrors faced by people on the margins of United States mainstream society—poor people, mentally ill
people, children, and people of color—when they come in contact with the systems we have built to respond
to criminal or antisocial acts.
Stevenson’s central story is of a black man who found himself framed for murder and
sentenced to death. Only painstaking effort and skilled legal work by the team led by
Stevenson forced acknowledgment of the justice system’s shoddy practices and the
humanity and innocence of the person who was sentenced. Stevenson asks not, “Does
this person deserve to die?” but rather, “Do we as a society deserve to kill?”
Stevenson writes not only about the wrongfully convicted, but also about some who
committed the criminal acts of which they are accused. In each case, he helps the reader
to understand the life circumstances that created the conditions leading to the crime.
Particularly heart-wrenching are the stories of juvenile offenders. He questions our legal
system’s propensity to try children as adults and sentence them to die in prison (since a
Supreme Court ruling disallowed the death penalty for children). He tells compelling stories of people with
disability, mental illness, or a history of trauma whose lives go terribly wrong in one ill-considered moment,
saying, “Each of us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done.”
Stevenson’s is a call for mercy and compassion. Grounded by his grandmother’s wisdom, “You can’t
understand most of the important things from a distance... You have to get close,” the author takes us close.
The stories touch us and call out to our own humanity in a way that statistics never can.
Possible Next Steps?

Purchase Just Mercy or find it at a public library. Invite others in your congregation, group, or family to read it,
too.
Organize a Common Read discussion group for Just Mercy. State your intent to move together from reading to
discussion into action; suggestions in the UUA discussion guide will help you.
Explore the video and print resources on the website of Equal Justice Initiative, the nonprofit organization
founded by Bryan Stevenson.
Take part in prison ministry with your local congregation or through the Church of the Larger Fellowship.
Source: We Read Together: Just Mercy | Call and Response | UUA.org October 2015
When Mercy Fails by Bryan Stevenson
I looked at the clock. It was 6:30 P.M. Mr. Dill [who I had represented] was dead by now.
I was very tired, and it was time to stop all this foolishness about quitting. It was time to
be brave. I turned to my computer, and there was an email inviting me to speak to
students in a poor school district about remaining hopeful. The teacher told me that she
had heard me speak and wanted me to be a role model for the students and inspire them
to do great things. Sitting in my office, drying my tears, reflecting on my brokenness, it
seemed like a laughable notion. But then I thought about those kids and the
overwhelming and unfair challenges that too many children in this country have to
overcome, and I started typing a message saying that I would be honored to come. On
the drive home, I turned on the car radio, seeking news about Mr. Dill’s execution.
… I turned off the radio station, as I slowly made my way home, I understood that even as we are caught in a
web of hurt and brokenness, we’re also in a web of healing and mercy. I thought of the little boy who hugged
me outside of church, creating reconciliation and love. I didn’t deserve reconciliation or love in that moment,
but that’s how mercy works. The power of just mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving. It’s when mercy is
least expected that it’s most potent—strong enough to break the cycle of victimization and victimhood,
retribution and suffering. It has the power to heal the psychic harm and injuries that lead to aggression and
violence, abuse of power, mass incarceration.
I drove home broken and brokenhearted about Jimmy Dill. But I knew I would come back the next day. There
was more work to do.
Source: Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (2014)

Justice versus Mercy by Rev. Fred Wooden
Justice is pictured as a scale held by a blindfolded woman, equity without bias. John Rawls defined justice
as fairness, as a society premised on no one having automatic and systemic advantage or disadvantage.

The Bible's famous “eye for an eye” is an ancient version, in which justice cannot claim more than was
taken. But, as someone [i.e., Gandhi] noted, “an eye for an eye eventually makes the whole world blind.”
We all make errors, and, without mercy, we would all owe more than we can pay. So, mercy is the wisdom
and courage not to exact justice when it would create continued or additional harm. Mercy sees that,
sometimes, forgiveness is more just than mere justice.Source:
https://www.mlive.com/opinion/grandrapids/2016/06/the_difference_between_justice.html
Are you currently a public radio supporter?
Do you enjoy public radio and have thought about becoming a
supporter?
By providing your public radio support through the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rock Valley, our
church will receive free public announcements to help potential new members to learn about our
congregation and/or to advertise special events we are hosting.
From Nina Herzer: For those of you who would like to donate to NPR through UUCRV, please send your
check with NPR in the memo line to UUCRV Treasurer, P.O. Box 256, Rockton IL 6107 by February 13 (deadline
extended a week). When your donation goes to NPR via UUCRV, our church earns free public service
announcements based on the total donation amount from UUCRV. Therefore, both NPR and UUCRV benefits
from your donation. Thanks, Nina
All you have to do is to write your check to UUCRV with NPR listed on the Memo line.
We will collect donations through February 13th
Thank you for your support of both UUCRV and NPR!

UUANI Social Justice Leadership Corps
The Rev. K Mooney (Co-Administrative Director) and I are brainstorming a NW Illinois Small
Congregation Cluster. As a cluster, we would explore ways our congregations can be involved in Social Justice
issues. If you would be interested in participating, please email me at sing2all@live.com or call 815-865-5364.
UUCRV is an excellent example of what small congregations can do in the fight for social justice and equity.
In peace,
Wendy Edgington

Our Unitarian Universalist Principles
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong values and
moral guides. We live out these Principles within a “living tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn
from Sources as diverse as science, poetry, scripture, and personal experience.
As Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove explains, “The Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for those
of us who choose to join and participate in Unitarian Universalist religious communities.”
1. 1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
2. 2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
3. 3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
4. 4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
5. 5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;
6. 6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
7. 7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

The seven Principles and six Sources of the Unitarian Universalist Association grew out of the grassroots of our
communities, were affirmed democratically, and are part of who we are. Excerpted from
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles

February 4 – Discussion with Rev. Walker on the 6th Principle
February 25 – Discussion with Rev. Walker on the 7th Principle

Our Unitarian Universalist Principles
Here is how our UUA Tapestry of Faith children’s programs describes the Principles in simpler language:

1st Principle: We believe that each and every person is important.
2nd Principle: We believe that all people should be treated fairly and kindly.
3rd Principle: We believe that we should accept one another and keep on learning
together.
4th Principle: We believe that each person must be free to search for what is true
and right in life.
5th Principle: We believe that all persons should have a vote about the things that
concern them.
6th Principle: We believe in working for a peaceful, fair, and free world.
7th Principle: We believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all
living things.
Source: https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/for-kids
Families: Consider making a copy of these principles to post near the table where you
eat or in a place where you gather. Ask each other how you work to use our UU
Principles in your daily life.
Or make a poster together listing the Principles and Illustrate them with pictures or
drawings showing each one in action.

Touchstones Project Theme for February: Mercy

What is Mercy? by Anne Lamott
Maybe it would be helpful to ask what we mean when we speak or dream of mercy.
…Mercy is radical kindness. Mercy means offering or being offered aid in desperate straits. Mercy is not
deserved. It involves absolving the unabsolvable, forgiving the unforgivable. Mercy brings us to the miracle of
apology, given and accepted, to unashamed humility when we have erred or forgotten. Charge it to our heads
and not our hearts, as the elders in black churches have long said. Mercy, grace, forgiveness, and compassion
are synonyms, and the approaches we might consider taking when facing a great big mess, especially the great

big mess of ourselves—our arrogance, greed, poverty, disease, prejudice. It includes everything out there that
just makes us sick and makes us want to turn away, the idea of accepting life as it presents itself and doing
goodness anyway, the belief that love and caring are marbled even into the worst life has to offer.
… Mercy means that we soften ever so slightly, so that we don’t have to condemn others for being total shits,
although they may be that. (Okay: are.) If I do so, it makes me one. As Father Ed Dowling said, sometimes heaven
is just a new pair of glasses. When we put them on, we see the awful person, sometimes even ourselves, a bit
more gently, and we are blessed in return. It seems, on the face of things, like a decent deal.
Source: Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy by Anne Lamott (2017)
Mercy Overflowing by Nicky Gumbel
When Nelson Mandela left prison after twentyseven years and became South Africa’s first
democratically elected president, he called upon
his old friend, Desmond Tutu, to chair The Truth
and Reconciliation Commission. This commission
was a series of hearings—some of them public—
in which both victims and perpetrators gave
testimony about their experiences and actions
during apartheid.
At one of the hearings, a policeman called van de
Broek told of how he and his fellow officers shot an eighteen-year-old youth, then burnt the body. Eight years
later they went back, took the father and forced his wife to watch as he was incinerated. She was in court to
hear this confession and was asked by the judge what she wanted. She said she wanted van de Broek to go to
the place where they had buried her husband’s body and gather up the dust so that she could give him a decent
burial. Van de Broek agreed.
She then added a further request. “Mr. van de Broek took all my family away from me, and I still have a lot of
love to give. Twice a month I would like for him to come to the ghetto and spend a day with me so that I can be
a mother to him. And I would like Mr. van de Broek to know that he is forgiven by God, and that I forgive him
too. I would like to embrace him so he can know that my forgiveness is real.” Spontaneously, some in the
courtroom began singing Amazing Grace as the elderly woman made her way to the witness stand. But van de
Broek did not hear the hymn, he had fainted, overwhelmed.
Source: https://bibleinoneyear.org/bioy/commentary/94
Mercy Unexpected by Adam Makos and Larry Alexander
The pilot glanced outside his cockpit and froze. He blinked hard and looked again, hoping it was just a mirage.
But his co-pilot stared at the same horrible vision.
“My God, this is a nightmare,” the co-pilot said.
“He’s going to destroy us,” the pilot agreed.
The men were looking at a gray German Messerschmitt fighter hovering just three feet off their wingtip. It was
five days before Christmas 1943, and the fighter had closed in on their crippled American B-17 bomber for the
kill.
The B-17 pilot, Charles Brown, was a 21-year-old West Virginia farm boy on his first combat mission. His bomber
had been shot to pieces by swarming fighters, and his plane was alone in the skies above Germany. Half his crew
was wounded, and the tail gunner was dead, his blood frozen in icicles over the machine guns.
But when Brown and his co-pilot, Spencer “Pinky” Luke, looked at the fighter pilot again, something odd
happened. The German didn’t pull the trigger. He nodded at Brown instead. What happened next was one of

the most remarkable acts of chivalry recorded during World War II. Years later, Brown would track down his
would-be executioner for a reunion that reduced both men to tears.
Source: A Higher Call: An Incredible True Story of Combat and Chivalry in the War-Torn Skies of World War II by
Adam Makos and Larry Alexander
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with your God? Source: Micah 6:8
There is some good in the worst of us, and some evil in the best of us. When we
discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies.
Source: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me
something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed
Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37
Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You,
or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, and
invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and
come to You?’ 40
The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’
Source: Matthew 25:35-40

I frequently had difficult conversations with clients who were struggling and despairing over
their situations—over the things they’d done, or had been done to them, that had led them to
painful moments. Whenever things got really bad, and they were questioning the value of their
lives, I would remind them that each of us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done. I told
them that if someone tells a lie, that person is not just a liar. If you take something that doesn’t
belong to you, you are not just a thief. Even if you kill someone, you’re not just a killer.
…I am more than broken. In fact, there is a strength, a power even, in understanding
brokenness, because embracing our brokenness creates a need and desire for mercy, and
perhaps a corresponding need to show mercy. When you experience mercy, you learn things
that are hard to learn otherwise. You see things you can’t otherwise see; you hear things you
can’t otherwise hear. You begin to recognize the humanity that resides in each of us.
Source: Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (2014)

Per Leviticus, every 50th year was to be a Year of Jubilee, which emphasized
mercy: releasing people from their debts, releasing all slaves, and returning
property to those who owned it. The entire year was also dedicated to
Sabbath rest.
Source: Leviticus 25:1-13

Some Big Questions for Youth
Works of mercy (sometimes known as acts of mercy) were enumerated by Jesus in Matthew 25: 35-36. The
works of mercy include:
1. To feed the hungry.
2. To give water to the thirsty.
3. To clothe the naked.
4. To shelter the homeless.
5. To visit the sick.
6. To visit the imprisoned, or ransom the captive.

This list makes it clear that mercy is an important component of social justice.
Source: Touchstones Lifespan RE Resources for Mercy, February 2021

v Which of these works of mercy have you participated in showing to others? What did it feel like to
show mercy?
v Is there a need in your community now that would benefit from an act of mercy? What could you do?
v Has anyone ever shown you mercy? How did that make you feel?

Books for Children about Works of Mercy
Recommended by Touchstones Project: Click on the Video Link to hear the story!
To feed the hungry
Maddi's Fridge by Lois Brandt, author and Vin Vogel, illustrator (2014)
“Best friends Sofia and Maddi live in the same neighborhood, go to the same school, and
play in the same park, but while Sofia’s fridge at home is full of nutritious food, the fridge at
Maddi’s house is empty. Sofia learns that Maddi’s family doesn’t have enough money to fill
their fridge and promises Maddi she’ll keep this discovery a secret. …”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iy9nP5Xqv1M (8:20)
Faith the Cow by Susan Bame Hoover, author and Maggie Sykora, illustrator (1995)
“Captivating story of the first animal sent overseas through Heifer Project International.”
Video Link: https://vimeo.com/437675287 (7:35)
Beatrice's Goat by Page McBrier, author and Lori Lohstoeter, illustrator (2004)
“This illustrated book offers the true story of how a poor African girl was able to attend school
after receiving a goat as a gift through a special international project and then sell its milk to
get the money needed to buy her books.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYQMdv-QFPI (9:09)
The Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña, author and Christian Robinson, illustrator (2015)

“A boy and his grandma catch the bus. We don’t yet know where they are headed, but along
the way the boy asks questions about why they don’t have certain luxuries. He wants to know
why they don’t have a car or an iPod. The grandma has a ready answer …”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoPS0Ok5YiI (10:43)

Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen by Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan, author (1997)
“Based on the actual volunteer experience of the author, this picture book provides a look
into the soup kitchen without an overly sentimental view of the hungry or a dose of
pessimism for the reader. With a note about soup kitchens introducing the story, this is
informative and new, but not scary,” praised Booklist…
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAy0vvY6duk (15:03)
Poverty and Hunger by Louise Spilsbury, author and Hanane Kai, illustrator (Children in Our
World Series) (2017) (hunger and poverty)
Poverty and Hunger discusses the questions "What is poverty and hunger? How do they affect
people in countries all over the world?" It helps children begin to understand the way others
struggle with these issues and learn about ways they can help.
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BnTzUHSQSk (8:59)

To give water to the thirsty
The Water Princess by Susan Verde and Georgie Badiel, authors and Peter H. Reynolds,
illustrator
“In an African village, a mother and daughter, Gie Gie, must walk miles to bring back water,
starting before sunrise. The water, when they finally get it, is cloudy with dirt. With this
water, they wash clothes, prepare food for cooking, and boil for drinking. After waiting all
day, Gie Gie finally gets water to drink. This journey must be …”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEs7xQZMA9M (6:56)
The Water Walker by Joanne Robertson (2017)
“The determined story of an Ojibwe grandmother (nokomis), Josephine Mandamin, and
her great love for nibi (water). Nokomis walks to raise awareness of our need to protect
nibi for future generations and for all life on the planet. She, along with other women,
men and youth, has walked around all the Great Lakes …”
Video Link: https://www.facebook.com/Ojibiikaan/videos/the-water-walker-by-joannerobertson/279321199744721/ (15:17)
Water by Subhash Vyam (2018)

“Weaving his tale around a Gond fable about water, artist Subash Vyam muses on the history of our relationship to
this most primeval of elements. …” (ages 12 and up)

Link: https://www.brainpickings.org/2018/08/29/water-subhash-vyam/ (extensive overview of the book
with illustrations)

A Cool Drink of Water by Barbara Kerley (2002)
“An Italian boy sips from a fountain in the town square. A hiker takes
a refreshing drink from a mountain stream. Black-robed women in India stride gracefully through a field
with brass water jugs balanced on their heads. Whether they squeeze it out of a burlap bag, haul it home
from a communal tap, or get it out of their kitchen faucet, people all around the world are unified by their
common need for water…”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WYlviGvZYA (5:04)
To clothe the naked
Coat of Many Colors by Dolly Parton, author and Brooke Boynton Hughes illustrator (2016)
Country music legend Dolly Parton’s rural upbringing in the Smoky Mountains of Tennessee
provides the backdrop for this special picture book..’” Video Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jADgHWYT9r8 (3:45)
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts, author and Noah Z. Jones, illustrator (2009)
“This book deals well with the topic of poverty and the importance of putting others’ needs ahead of
our own wants. Jeremy wants the latest pair of trendy shoes. All his friends have them but his grandmother
can’t afford to buy him a pair. I like that …..” Video Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfcT7IO2STw (2:24)
Sam and the Lucky Money by Karen Chinn, author and Cornelius Van Wright & Ying-Hwa Hu, illustrators
(1995)
Sam is excited to be able to spend his lucky New Year money. He has four dollars and his mom has told him
he can buy anything he wants. On their trip through the neighborhood Sam notices a homeless man with
bare feet. As he contemplates how …” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzsvSrtns9g (8:04)
Four Feet, Two Sandals by Karen Lynn Williams & Khadra Mohammed, authors and Doug Chayka (2007)
“When relief workers bring used clothing to the refugee camp, everyone scrambles to grab whatever they
can. Ten-year-old Lina is thrilled when she finds a sandal that fits her foot perfectly, until she sees that
another girl has the matching shoe. But soon Lina and Feroza meet and decide that it is better to share the
sandals than for each to wear only one.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VraJGkdgPF4 (7:43)
The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes, author and Louis Slobodkin, illustrator (1944/2004)
“Wanda Petronski is ridiculed by her classmates for wearing the same faded blue dress every day. She claims
she has one hundred dresses at home, but everyone knows she doesn’t. When Wanda is pulled out of school
…”
This is a short novel; however, the two video adaptations retell the story in brief, meaningful ways. The first
is a retelling using simple crayon drawings. The second is an enactment.
Video Link #1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzqGm61pY0Y (5:56)
Video Link #2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv5Nzv0hWQE (8:23)

To shelter the homeless
A Shelter in Our Car by Monica Gunning, author, and Elaine Pedlar, illustrator (2013)

“Zettie and her Mama left their warm and comfortable home in Jamaica for an uncertain life in the United Sates. With
Papa gone, Mama can't find a steady job that will sustain them and so they are forced to live in their car. But Mama's
unwavering love...” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYAFaZwNTtg (14:40)

The Lady in the Box by Ann McGovern, author, and Marni Backer, illustrator (1997)
“It is wintertime in the city and freezing cold, but not everyone is inside and warm. Ben and his sister Lizzie know that
there is a lady who lives outside in a box over a warm air vent. The children worry about the kind-looking lady and
begin sneaking food and clothes out of their apartment for her. Gently told and powerfully illustrated in rich hues,
The Lady in the Box deals candidly with the issue of homelessness.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i6R8_MkY58M (7:01)
A Place to Stay: A Shelter Story by Erin Gunti, author and Estelí Meza, illustrator (20:19)
“When a little girl and her mother arrive at a women’s shelter, the child is sure she doesn’t want to stay there. Her
mother uses the power of imagination to transform the activity room of the shelter into a treasure cave. The squeaky
bed becomes a rocket ship that can send her right to the stars. Her mother’s encouragement eventually allows the
little girl to let down her guard a bit and get to know one of the other families at the shelter. “After the story, there
are two pages of illustrated educational notes that help children understand the different reasons that people may
be homeless, and how shelters can assist them.”
Video Link: https://www.pbs.org/video/place-stay-shelter-story-english-captions-gflol4/ (12:46)

To visit the sick

A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C. Stead, author and Erin E. Stead, illustrator (2011)
“Friends come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. In Amos McGee’s case, all sorts of species, too! Every day he spends a
little bit of time with each of his friends at the zoo, running races with the tortoise, keeping the shy penguin
company, and even reading bedtime stories to the owl. But when Amos is too ...”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lzrc-5apZ74 (5:07)

Bear Feels Sick by Karma Wilson, author and Jane Chapman, illustrator (2007)

“Sweet Bear isn’t feeling well at all. He is achy, sneezy, wheezy, and just plain sick! He’s in no shape to go outside to
play. So, Mole, Hare, Mouse, and the rest of the gang try to make Bear feel as comfortable as possible in his cave.
Bear starts to get better—but as soon as Bear is well, all of his friends get sick!”

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVHRDXRdrbo (4:37)
How Do You Care for a Very Sick Bear? by Vanessa Bayer, author and Rosie Butcher, illustrator (2019)
“When someone dear is dealing with illness, it's difficult to know what to do or say. The actor Vanessa Bayer
experienced this firsthand when she was treated for childhood leukemia. In her first children's book, she offers
gentle, reassuring advice that people of all ages will appreciate.”

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_UJ-JpY6Ok (4:12)
The Lemonade Club by Patricia Polacco (2007)
“Everyone loves Miss Wichelman?s fifth-grade class—especially best friends Traci and Marilyn. That's where they
learn that when life hands you lemons, make lemonade! They are having a great year until Traci begins to notice
some changes in Marilyn. She's losing weight and seems tired all the time. She has leukemia—and a tough road of
chemotherapy ahead. ...”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxMV3OSU3ys (20:29)

To visit the imprisoned, or ransom the captive

Mama’s Nightingale by Edwidge Danticat, author and Leslie Staub, illustrator (2015)

“After Saya’s mother is sent to an immigration detention center, Saya finds comfort in listening to her
mother’s warm greeting on their answering machine. To ease the …”
“With stirring illustrations, this tender tale shows the human side of immigration and imprisonment—
and shows how every child has the power to make a difference.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOb0qeR2CvA (9:02)
Visiting Day by Jacqueline Woodson, author and James Ransome, illustrator (2015)
“In this moving picture book from multi-award-winning author Jacqueline Woodson, a young girl and her
grandmother prepare for a very special day—the one day a month they get to visit the girl's father in
prison. ‘Only on visiting day is there chicken frying in the kitchen at 6 am and Grandma in her Sunday dress,
humming soft and low.’ As the little girl and her grandmother get ready, her father, who adores her, is

getting ready, too, and readers get to join the community of families who make the trip together, as well as
the triumphant reunion between father and child.”
Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DooJoXT0YaY (5:59)
Mango Moon by Diane de Anda, author and Sue Cornelison, illustrator) (2019)
“When a father is taken away from his family and faces deportation, the family is left to grieve and wonder
what comes next. Maricela, Manuel, and their mother face the many challenges of having their lives
completely changed by the absence of their father and husband. Having to move, missed soccer games and
birthday parties, and emptiness are just part of the now day-to-day norm. Mango Moon shows what life is
like from a child’s perspective when a parent is deported, and the heartbreaking realities the family has to
face.” Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkB5Goi7S_s (4:41)

“Put a mitten to warm your hand.
Put a scarf to warm your nose.
Put a hat to warm your head.
Put a boot to warm your toes.
Let each clothing do its part,
Then send a valentine to warm a heart.”
Connie Matusiak
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