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May dawn find you awake and alert, approaching
your new day with dreams, possibilities and
promises; May evening find you gracious and
fulfilled; May you go into the night blessed,
sheltered, and protected; May your soul calm,
console, and renew you.”
~ John O’Donohue

Ministerial Musings
I don’t think I’ve ever looked forward to a New Year as I have this one. I am so ready to turn the page on 2020
and welcome 2021. As we begin yet another New Year it is good, I think, to stop
and just hold our breaths in the space between. To wait in this time where the old
is not quite finished and the new has not yet begun. It is a rich time, a fulltime, a
time to reflect on the past year and to look ahead to what we may want to
nourish in the year to come.
I like the image of “turning the page” to welcome in a New Year. How many
of us remember the excitement of being read to or reading ourselves as young
children and waiting for the page to be turned to see what comes next. And of
being able to turn the page back to see where we had been in the story.
Our lives are in many ways like books. Stories still being written. New pages, new
chapters are yet waiting and at the same time we are formed by the pages and
chapters that came before.
We can decide what we bring forth from those previous chapters and we can decide, if we choose, to
write new ones. As May Sarton says “We must not go back to the murderous past. Nor force a passage
through to some safe landing. But float upon this moment of communion. Entranced, astonished by pure
understanding."
I’m not saying that 2021 will be perfect, if anything this year has taught us is that there is no perfection
and that we simply cannot predict what the new year will bring. What I do know, and feel, is that for the first
time in months I see something of light at the end of the hard tunnel we have been traversing. And it has been
so, so very hard and we have lost so many, and so much, along the way. The news of vaccines being available
soon brings hope to my heart that we may, before 2021 is over, be able to meet and worship together in
person. How wonderful that will be.
On January 20th we will inaugurate a new President and with that the hope that we can begin to heal the
division and ugliness that the last four years have brought to our nation. It is so time to turn the page on that!
How we turn the page, how we welcome the new year ahead matters. In the words of my colleague
Robbi Walsh; “The meaning of a life is not contained within one act, or one day, or one year. As long as we are
alive the story of our lives is still being told, and the meaning is still open. As long as there is life in the world,
the story of the world is still being told. What is done is done, but nothing is settled. And everything matters.
Look for the blessings.”
Let’s welcome this new year together, looking for– and creating and being the blessings - because, yes,
everything matters.
Blessings my friends,
Rev. Marlene

Join us for our weekly worship services on Zoom – here’s how!
We are holding weekly worship services during this time of social distancing using the Zoom
application which participants can access on their computer, tablet or phone. Members and friends
receive an email each week with the link for the service – check for an email from UUCRV,
uucrockvalley@gmail.com that arrives before Sunday.
You will need to download the Zoom application first. You can start this process by clicking on the blue link in
the email and agreeing to the install. During the join process you will be asked several things:
•

Your name will be requested to identify you to the other members at the meeting.

•

You will be asked if you want to use your computer’s camera, if it has one. If you want to be seen by
others during the service click to allow. Otherwise you will be displayed by name only.
• Next you will be asked to use the computers audio. You will want to select that so you can hear us, and
we can hear you.
Once the install has been completed the application will start and you will begin to join the worship service. You
should see other members who have joined the service.
Before the meeting, you will want to locate the microphone icon to allow you to mute the microphone on your
device. This is important for the others listening to the service as any conversations you have with others in the
room or any sounds you make, even shuffling papers, are picked up by the microphone and can make listening
very difficult for others. It should look like this at the bottom of your computer screen. Similar icons may be
located at the top of your tablet.

You need to unmute your own microphone when it is time to talk to each other, such as when sharing Joys and
Sorrows or during Worship Service Discussion or Coffee Hour. If you want to join the Worship Service Discussion
you will need to join the Breakout Room when opened by the Host. If you don’t see the invitation, click on the
Breakout Rooms icon to join.

If you would like to watch a video tutorial on Zoom you can see one created by Foothills Unitarian in Colorado
at: https://youtu.be/0-UM1JWwzZ0

Hope to see you on Sunday!

Sundays in January
January 3rd
“Turning the Page”
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
We will turn the page to the New Year with a Burning Bowl Ritual, leaving in the past those things we wish to
bring into the new year and ring in the new year with bells of hope and
January 10th Touchstones – Desolation into Consolation; Lay Leader: Connie Matusiak;
Consolation and desolation are conditions of the human experience. Desolation arises out of loss, grief,
failure, fear, sadness, loneliness, and more that have the capacity to destroy us. Some of these may be
impersonal, but consolation is always personal. It comes as a profound gift from another: compassion, a
willingness to listen without judgement, a kind word, a hug, and other acts of kindness and care.
January 17th “Where the Dream still Lives: MLK and BLM”
Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
Martin Luther King had a dream of Beloved Community and it is up to us to work toward the realization of that
dream. The question before us is how we go about doing that.
January 24th Ware Lecture - Brittany Packnett; Lay Leader: Susan Busker
Brittany Packnett is a leader at the intersection of culture and justice. Cited by President Barack Obama as a
leader whose “voice is going to be making a difference for years to come,” Brittany is an unapologetic
educator, organizer, writer, and speaker.

January 31st “The Holocaust: Saying Kaddish and Sitting Shiva” Rev. Dr. Marlene Walker
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2021 is Be the light in the darkness. It encourages everyone to
reflect on the depths humanity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and communities resisted that
darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide.
Our January 24th Worship Service will be a discussion of the Ware Lecture presented by Brittany
Packnett at the 2018 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association in Kansas City.
Ms. Packnett is a former teacher, policy expert, and nonprofit executive
director, and has committed her life and career to advocate for urgent systemic
change.
She is the Founder and Principal of Love & Power Works
(buildloveandpower.com) , a social impact firm focused on creating justice and
equity in every sector. Brittany has been cited by President Barack Obama as a
leader whose “voice is going to be making a difference for years to come.”
Please watch Brittany Packnett’s Ware Lecture prior to the January 24th Worship
Service so you will be able to be an active participant in the discussion questions that will be part of the service.
You will find the lecture on the UUA website at Ware Lecture by Brittany Packnett, General Assembly 2018 | UUA.org.
The lecture begins at 11:20 min. into the video with an introduction by our UUA President, Rev. Susan FrederickGray. She says that the Ware Lectures intend to both share insights and to challenge us, and asks us to open our
minds, hearts and spirits.
The Ware Lecture features a distinguished guest each year at the UUA General Assembly . It has been given
almost every year since 1922. Some of the previous Ware Lectures have been provided by Krista Tippett, Cornel
West, Sister Simone Campbell, Van Jones, Mary Oliver, Shirley Chisholm, Martin Luther King, Jr., Linus Pauling,
Howard Thurman, Jane Addams and many others. You can learn more about the history of the Ware Lecture as
well as find links to other lectures available for listening at uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture .

Our Unitarian Universalist Principles
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong values and
moral guides. We live out these Principles within a “living tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn
from Sources as diverse as science, poetry, scripture, and personal experience.
As Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove explains, “The Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for
those of us who choose to join and participate in Unitarian Universalist religious communities.”
1. 1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
2. 2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
3. 3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
4. 4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
5. 5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;
6. 6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
7. 7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
The seven Principles and six Sources of the Unitarian Universalist Association grew out of the grassroots of our
communities, were affirmed democratically, and are part of who we are.
Excerpted from https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles

Our Unitarian Universalist Principles
Here is how our UUA Tapestry of Faith children’s programs describes the Principles in simpler language:

1st Principle: We believe that each and every person is important.
2nd Principle: We believe that all people should be treated fairly and kindly.
3rd Principle: We believe that we should accept one another and keep on learning together.
4th Principle: We believe that each person must be free to search for what is true and right in
life.
5th Principle: We believe that all persons should have a vote about the things that concern
them.

6th Principle: We believe in working for a peaceful, fair, and free world.
7th Principle: We believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all living
things.
Source: https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/for-kids
Families: Consider making a copy of these principles to post near the table where you eat or
in a place where you gather. Ask each other how you work to use our UU Principles in your
daily life.
Or make a poster together listing the Principles and Illustrate them with pictures or drawings
showing each one in action.

Community Service
Social Justice Work for CARITAS
Community Resource Center in Beloit
While we are suspending donations of physical items for
CARITAS until further notice, they are still meeting the needs of our neighbors for food
and other items. Please consider sending a check made out to UUCRV (write Caritas on
the Memo line) to Nina Herzer – she will then send in one check to CARITAS from our
congregation. Online monetary donations can be made on their website:
http://caritasbeloit.org/ways-to-give/ . Please consider supporting their work as they
strive to feed our neighbors in this time of great challenge!

Latest December total for Caritas: I mailed a second check to Caritas a week ago. Now, the total amount

sent from UUCRV to Caritas in December is $1,800! Thank you to all who contributed. Caritas is very grateful
for our financial support, especially during this Covid-19 time. — Nina

Many of our neighbors are in need of help during this time - Thank you for helping!

Miss Carly’s – Rockford, IL
Miss Carly wants to thank everyone at UUCRV who donated to their worthy cause.
Paulette, Denny and Dori took 19 bags of donations to Miss Carly's on December 23rd.
We are helping to keep many Rockford homeless people a little warmer this winter.

UU Social Justice
During our November 22 Worship Service we learned about the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s

(UUSC) work, including their intergenerational program Guest at Your Table. The intent of
the Guest at Your Table program is to raise support and awareness about human rights issues
– this year’s theme is The Meaning of Home. Participating in Guest at Your Table helps our
members and friends of all ages nurture lasting connections to our UU Principles, build
awareness of social justice, and strengthen the work of the UUSC. Some of our members already give
individual donations to UUSC, but participating in Guest at Your Table provides us with an opportunity to
contribute as a community. You can learn more about Guest at Your Table at
https://www.uusc.org/resources/congregations/guest-at-your-table/
The idea is to have a box (or jar or basket) that you keep on the table where you eat (or
another place you gather) to remind you of this important work for human rights and to use
it to collect loose change or bills throughout the collection period. The template for the box
can be found at https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Template-forhomemade-GAYT-box-2019-20-1.pdf
We are encouraging members and friends to collect until January 10th – then count up what you collected and
send your donation to our Treasurer as a check so we can send in one donation from our congregation. Since
UUSC works in more than 20 countries, with over 60 grassroots partners, there are thousands of individuals
involved and who benefit from the work that our donations make possible. If you want to learn more about
UUSC go to https://www.uusc.org/about-uusc/

Rockford Urban Ministries and Stanley Campbell
(The following is extracted from an email dated Dec. 18, 2020, that Stanley wrote. As of 12/31/20, Stanley is
still at Alden Debes Rehab.)
“…As many of you know, and been so kind in expressing your sorrow, I (Stanley Campbell) and “walkin’
buddy” Mike Layng were injured while in the pedestrian cross walk, in an accident Friday Dec. 4, at the Auburn
and N Main roundabout. What a death trap.
My Rockford Urban Ministries (RUM) board members have agreed to keep me on the payroll, …
…In 2021 would be working on transitioning to a newer, younger staff person. A 3 - 5 year process, I was to
begin planning for the board to take on someone to train in engaging the member churches and broader
community in supporting new outreach programs and social justice issues. Big job, but I have enjoyed doing
this since 1985 and seen miracles.
Hopefully I’ll soon be in Van Metre for about a month learning how to work from a wheel chair, then they will
review my little apartment on Seventh St., or I may have to find another living situation depending upon how
agile I am, the size of the wheelchair, and my bathroom facilities.
Dr. Zussman, who stitched my pelvis back together, says it may be as long as 6 months that I will be
wheelchair bound, not being able to put weight on my new pelvis straps and bolts.
I really believe they should shut down the pedestrian walkway at Auburn and N. Main roundabout. I wonder
how many pedestrians have been injured.
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